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 I. Opening of the meeting 

1. The eleventh meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Basel Convention on the 

Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal was opened at  

10.20 a.m. on Monday, 3 September 2018 by Mr. Mohammed Khashashneh (Jordan), Co-Chair of the 

Working Group. He and the other Co-Chair, Ms. Justina Grigaraviciene (Lithuania), welcomed the 

participants to the meeting. 

2. Mr. Rolph Payet, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention, the Rotterdam Convention on 

the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International 

Trade and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, then delivered a statement, also 

welcoming the meeting participants to Geneva and thanking the Governments of Denmark, Finland, 

Germany, Japan, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland for supporting the participation in the meeting of 

developing countries and countries with economies in transition, and the Government of Switzerland 

for making it possible to hold three days of plenary sessions with interpretation in the six official 

languages of the United Nations.  

3. Noting ongoing global efforts to tackle the issue of marine plastic waste, he highlighted a 

number of initiatives in the framework of the current meeting to raise awareness of plastic waste 

management. At the conference centre itself, the Secretariat had worked with the centre’s management 

to reduce the use of plastics during the meeting, and participants were asked to place their plastic 

waste in nets in the foyer to demonstrate how much plastic waste was generated by a four-day 

gathering of such proportions. In addition, the Governments of Indonesia, Norway, Switzerland, the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Uruguay were hosting a high-level event 

on marine plastic litter and microplastics during the week, with the goal of engaging Geneva-based 

international organizations and country missions to the United Nations in the global effort to prevent 

the generation of plastic waste. Finally, with the financial support of the United Kingdom and in-kind 

support from the city of Geneva, the M-Cube, an art installation erected by Geneva artist Joule 

Champod in the plaza in front of the main entrance to the Palais des Nations to represent the waste 

generated by society and inspire action to prevent plastic pollution, would be inaugurated on the 

second day of the meeting.  

4. Representatives speaking on behalf of groups of countries and an individual country made 

general statements on the issues to be discussed during the meeting. 
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 II. Organizational matters 

 A. Adoption of the agenda 

5. The Working Group adopted the following agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda 

(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/1/Rev.1): 

1. Opening of the meeting. 

2. Organizational matters:  

(a) Adoption of the agenda; 

(b) Organization of work.  

3. Matters related to the work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for  

2018–2019: 

(a) Strategic issues: 

(i) Strategic framework;  

(ii) Development of guidelines for environmentally sound management; 

(b) Scientific and technical matters: 

(i) Technical guidelines:  

a. Technical guidelines on the environmentally sound 

management of wastes consisting of, containing or 

contaminated with persistent organic pollutants;  

b. Technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electrical 

and electronic waste and used electrical and electronic 

equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between 

waste and non-waste under the Basel Convention; 

c. Technical guidelines on incineration on land and on specially 

engineered landfill; 

d. Consideration of whether to update the technical guidelines on 

hazardous waste physico-chemical treatment and biological 

treatment; 

(ii) National reporting; 

(iii) Electronic approaches to the notification and movement documents;  

(iv) Marine plastic litter and microplastics;  

(v) Waste containing nanomaterials;  

(vi) Amendments to the annexes to the Basel Convention;  

(c) Legal, governance and enforcement matters: 

(i) Consultation with the Committee Administering the Mechanism for 

Promoting Implementation and Compliance; 

(ii) Providing further legal clarity; 

(d) International cooperation and coordination: 

(i) Basel Convention Partnership Programme; 

(ii) Cooperation with the World Customs Organization on the Harmonized 

Commodity Description and Coding System; 

(e) Financial matters. 

4. Work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for 2020–2021.  

5. Other matters.  

6. Adoption of the report.  

7. Closure of the meeting. 
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 B. Attendance 

6. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following Parties to the Convention: 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bhutan, 

Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Central 

African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, 

Czechia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 

Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Eswatini, Ethiopia, European Union, Finland, France, Gabon, 

Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, 

Iran (Islamic Republic of), Ireland, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, 

Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Lithuania, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, 

Mauritania, Mexico, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Myanmar, Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand, 

Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 

Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, 

Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Serbia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, State of Palestine, 

Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, 

United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 

Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

7. The United States of America, a non-Party to the Convention, was represented as an observer. 

8. The following United Nations specialized agencies and other bodies were also represented as 

observers: United Nations Environment Programme and United Nations Institute for Training and 

Research. 

9. The meeting was also attended by representatives of the following Basel Convention regional 

and coordinating centres: Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and Technology Transfer for 

Arab States (BCRC-Egypt), Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and Technology Transfer 

for Asia and the Pacific (BCRC-China)/Stockholm Convention Regional Centre for Capacity-building 

and the Transfer of Technology (SCRC-China), Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and 

Technology Transfer for Central Europe (BCRC-Slovakia), Basel Convention Regional Centre for 

Training and Technology Transfer for French-Speaking Countries in Africa (BCRC-

Senegal)/Stockholm Convention Regional Centre for Capacity-Building and the Transfer of 

Technology (SCRC-Senegal), Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and Technology 

Transfer for the English-Speaking African Countries (BCRC-South Africa)/Stockholm Convention 

Regional Centre for Capacity-Building and the Transfer of Technology (SCRC-South Africa); Basel 

Convention Regional Centre for Training and Technology Transfer for the South American Region 

(BCRC-Argentina). 

10. The meeting was also attended by a representative of the Stockholm Convention Regional 

Centre for Capacity-Building and the Transfer of Technology (SCRC-Spain). 

11. A number of non-governmental organizations were represented as observers. Observers from 

business and industry and academia were also represented. The names of those observers are included 

in the list of participants (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/38). 

 C. Officers 

12. The following members of the Bureau of the Open-ended Working Group elected by the 

Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention at its thirteenth meeting served during the eleventh 

meeting of the Working Group:  

Co-Chair:   Ms. Justina Grigaraviciene (Lithuania) (technical) 

Rapporteur:  Mr. Alexander Alberto Moreta De Los Santos (Dominican Republic) 

13. Mr. Luay Sadeq Al-Mukhtar (Iraq), elected Co-Chair (legal) at the thirteenth meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties, was unable to attend the meeting and was replaced at the eleventh meeting 

of the Working Group by Mr. Mohammed Khashashneh (Jordan). Mr. Ole Thomas Thommesen 

(Norway), elected Vice-Chair (technical) at the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, 

was also unable to attend the meeting and was replaced at the eleventh meeting of the Working Group 

by his compatriot Mr. Christoffer Vestli. Mr. Henry O. Williams (Liberia), elected Vice-Chair (legal), 

was unable to complete his term of office, and his compatriot Mr. Nathaniel Blama was named to 

replace him at the eleventh meeting of the Working Group and for the remainder of his mandate.  
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 D. Organization of work 

14. The representative of the Secretariat drew attention to the annotations to the provisional 

agenda (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/1/Rev.1/Add.1), to the scenario note 

(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/1) and to the tentative schedule for the meeting 

(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/2), which had been endorsed by the Bureau. The Working Group agreed 

to conduct the meeting in accordance with the latter, subject to revision as needed, and to establish 

contact and drafting groups as necessary. It was agreed that efforts would be made to limit to two the 

number of groups meeting simultaneously.  

 III. Matters related to the work programme of the Open-ended 

Working Group for 2018–2019 

 A. Strategic issues 

 1. Strategic framework 

15. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, outlined the information 

contained in the note by the Secretariat on the strategic framework (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/2). In 

particular, she recalled that the Conference of the Parties had, by decision BC-13/1, decided to forgo 

the midterm evaluation of the strategic framework and adopted a new approach for the preparation of 

the final evaluation. As part of that new approach, the Conference of the Parties had established a 

small intersessional working group on the strategic framework and had requested the Secretariat, in 

consultation with the working group, to identify all relevant sources of information related to the 

indicators to be used for the final evaluation of the strategic framework and to prepare a draft 

compilation of the information for consideration by the Working Group.  

16. Mr. Patrick McKell (United Kingdom) then provided a report on the work of the small 

intersessional working group on behalf of the group’s chair, Mr. Zaghloul Samhan (State of Palestine). 

The group had held a consultation on 19 February 2018 to organize and begin its work, and had 

subsequently retained a consultant with the financial support of the Government of Norway. The 

outcome of the group’s work, the draft compilation of information, was set out in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/3, and the proposed action to be taken on the matter by the Working 

Group was set out in the draft decision in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/2.  

17. In the ensuing discussion, many representatives, including one speaking on behalf of a group 

of countries, underscored the importance of the work on the strategic framework and the evaluation 

and welcomed the work done by the small intersessional working group.  

18. Some representatives expressed concern regarding implementation support for developing 

countries. Several representatives called for more financial and technical support, with one stressing 

that the Convention should have its own financial mechanism. Another proposed that more work be 

done on indicators for means of implementation such as those established by the Strategic Approach to 

International Chemicals Management (SAICM), its Quick Start Programme, the Special Programme to 

support institutional strengthening at the national level for implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and 

Stockholm conventions, the Minamata Convention and SAICM, and the Global Environment Facility.    

19. One representative suggested that the Secretariat use the Basel Convention regional and 

coordinating centres to collect information and relevant materials with a view to improving the draft 

compilation and developing the final evaluation report. 

20. The Co-Chair then invited a representative of the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP) to provide an update on the intersessional process to prepare recommendations regarding 

SAICM and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020. The representative of UNEP 

recalled that the International Conference on Chemicals Management had decided at its fourth session, 

in 2015, to initiate the intersessional process for preparing recommendations regarding SAICM and 

the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020, for consideration at its fifth session, to 

be held in October 2020. The “Beyond 2020” agenda was an opportunity to situate waste management 

in the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The process was scheduled to be 

further discussed at the third meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the International 

Conference on Chemicals Management, to be held in Uruguay from 2 to 4 April 2019, and all 

chemicals and wastes stakeholders were encouraged to participate actively in the intersessional 

process and the upcoming discussions in Uruguay. 



UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/15 

5 

21. The Working Group adopted the draft decision set out in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/2. 

Decision OEWG-11/1, on the strategic framework for the implementation of the Basel Convention for 

2012–2021, is set out in the annex to the present report.  

 2. Development of guidelines for environmentally sound management 

22. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, drew attention to the relevant 

documents and provided background information as set out in the note by the secretariat on the 

development of guidelines for environmentally sound management (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/3). With 

funding from the Governments of Germany and Japan, and the hosting offer by the Government of 

Ghana, the expert working group on environmentally sound management had held its seventh meeting 

in November 2017 in Accra and had prepared a draft practical manual for stakeholders to ensure that 

notifications of transboundary movements met the requirements for environmentally sound 

management (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/4), draft guidance to assist Parties in developing efficient 

strategies for achieving recycling and recovery of hazardous and other wastes 

(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/5), draft guidance on addressing environmentally sound management in 

the informal sector (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/6) and further developed draft practical manuals on 

extended producer responsibility and on financing systems for environmentally sound management 

(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/7). Parties and other stakeholders had been invited to submit comments 

on the draft documents, and the comments received to date were available on the website of the 

Convention. The report of the activities of the expert working group was contained in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/8.  

23. One representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries and welcoming the work done 

by the expert working group, made a number of comments on the three new draft documents and the 

draft decision and sought clarifications on the further development of the practical manual on 

insurance and liability. Another representative, stressing the importance of addressing environmentally 

sound management in the informal sector, highlighted the need to emphasize the risks of open burning 

of waste and to provide a toolkit for calculating the business value of recovery and recycling.  

24. The Working Group established a contact group on strategic matters, co-chaired by Mr. Yorg 

Aerts (Belgium) and Ms. Gabriela Medina (Uruguay), to further consider document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/3 and related documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/4, 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/5, UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/6 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/7 

and to prepare a draft decision on the basis of the text set out in paragraph 9 of document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/3, taking into account the discussions in plenary.  

25. Following the work of the contact group, the Co-Chair introduced a conference room paper 

setting out a draft decision along with four addenda submitted by the contact group and containing 

revised versions of the guidelines and practical guidance referred to in the draft decision. 

26. The Working Group adopted the draft decision. Decision OEWG-11/2, on developing 

guidelines for environmentally sound management, is set out in the annex to the present report. 

 B. Scientific and technical matters 

 1. Technical guidelines 

 (a) Technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, 

containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants 

27. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, recalled that, pursuant to 

decision BC-13/4, the small intersessional working group on persistent organic pollutant wastes had 

decided to prepare or update five sets of technical guidelines, which were set out in documents 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/9 to UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/13, while document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/14 contained comments from Parties and others on low persistent 

organic pollutant content values. A draft decision on the matter was set out in paragraph 16 of the note 

by the Secretariat on technical guidelines (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/4). 

28. The Co-Chair thanked the Government of Norway for acting as a lead country in updating one 

of the guidelines.  

29. During the ensuing discussion, several representatives welcomed the work undertaken thus far 

on the environmentally sound management of wastes containing persistent organic pollutants, saying 

that they looked forward to further progress on the matter. Some representatives said that, in the 

general technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, 

containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants, clarification was needed of the rationale 

behind the proposed quantities for defining low persistent organic pollutant content in wastes, several 
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of which were higher than might be expected. One representative, speaking on behalf of a group of 

countries, proposed amendments to the draft decision set out in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/4 

and said that all Parties and observers should be given an opportunity to comment on all the draft 

guidelines, to be prepared by 31 October 2018. One representative, recalling the damage to human 

health and the environment caused by waste lead-acid batteries in Dakar in 2008, welcomed the 

development of technical guidelines on the disposal of those batteries. Another representative said that 

guidelines on residues should be developed in line with national legislation, as appropriate. 

30. Following the discussion, the Open-ended Working Group established a contact group on 

technical matters, which would consider the draft general and specific technical guidelines on 

persistent organic pollutant wastes. The contact group would discuss the drafts of the guidelines and 

prepare revised versions as appropriate, and would develop a draft decision based on the draft text 

provided in paragraph 16 of document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/4, taking into account the discussions 

in plenary. The contact group would be co-chaired by Mr. Hassan Azhar (Maldives) and Ms. Magda 

Gosk (Poland) while, given the high work load of the contact group, Mr. Sam Adu-Kumi (Ghana) and 

Ms. Vivienne Ahern (Ireland) would be available to act as facilitators for particular topics to be 

considered by the contact group. Following the work of the contact group, the Co-Chair introduced a 

conference room paper containing a draft decision submitted by the contact group, which the Working 

Group then adopted. Decision OEWG-11/3, on technical guidelines on the environmentally sound 

management of wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants, is 

set out in the annex to the present report. 

 (b) Technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electrical and electronic waste and 

used electrical and electronic equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between 

waste and non-waste under the Basel Convention 

31. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat recalled that, pursuant to 

decision BC-13/5, the Parties had established an expert working group to further develop the technical 

guidelines on transboundary movements of electrical and electronic waste and used electrical and 

electronic equipment adopted on an interim basis by decision BC-12/5. The proposed amendments to 

the guidelines were contained in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/15, while documents 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/16 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/17 contained relevant responses and 

comments from Parties and others. A draft decision on the matter was set out in paragraph 29 of the 

note by the Secretariat on technical guidelines (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/4). 

32. Ms. Gosk, co-chair of the expert working group, gave a brief overview of the intersessional 

work undertaken by the group.  

33. The Co-Chair thanked the Government of China for serving as a lead country for the work of 

the expert working group and the Governments of Japan and Switzerland for providing financial 

support for the work.  

34. In the ensuing discussion, one representative said that clear definition of the distinction 

between waste and non-waste would greatly assist customs officers in appropriately classifying 

shipments. She stressed the importance of developing functionality test methods and procedures for 

electrical and electronic equipment that were acceptable to all Parties, supported by accreditation of 

testing laboratories with the required quality management systems. In addition, importing countries 

should provide details on failure analysis, repair and refurbishment procedures to ensure that used 

equipment was disposed of in an environmentally sustainable manner. Another representative said that 

the suggested measures for failure analysis, repair and refurbishment could lead to bypassing of the 

Basel Convention and/or the Ban Amendment and should be corrected accordingly. 

35. One representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries, said that the interim adoption 

of the technical guidelines by decision BC-12/5 had greatly assisted countries in combating unwanted 

imports of e-waste. He urged more countries to share experiences and to make use of the revised 

guidelines. Another representative expressed the hope that the pragmatic and flexible approach 

adopted thus far by the expert group could be maintained during further work on the guidelines.  

36. One representative said that the lack of clarity in determining whether used equipment was 

waste continued to hinder the development and implementation of legislation and regulations in 

developing countries, leading to the accumulation in importing countries of large quantities of used 

equipment that were not suitable for further use, with negative consequences for human health and the 

environment. He urged application of the precautionary principle, whereby all used equipment should 

be treated as waste under the Basel Convention unless proved not to be waste. Another representative 

said that care should be taken to ensure that any revised guidance did not create new exceptions 

incompatible with the regulatory framework of the Convention.  
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37. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to assign further consideration of the issue to the 

contact group on technical matters, which would be tasked with preparing a draft revised version of 

the technical guidelines on e-waste, using as a basis document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/15, and 

with preparing a draft decision based on the proposed action set out in paragraph 29 of document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/4, taking into account the discussion in plenary.  

38. Following the work of the contact group, the Co-Chair introduced a conference room paper 

containing a draft decision submitted by the contact group, which the Working Group then adopted. 

Decision OEWG-11/4, on technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electrical and 

electronic waste and used electrical and electronic equipment, in particular regarding the distinction 

between waste and non-waste under the Basel Convention, is set out in the annex to the present report. 

39. Following the adoption of the decision, one representative, requesting that his statement be 

reflected in the present report, said that he would welcome the opportunity to discuss the technical 

guidelines during the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention. 

 (c) Technical guidelines on incineration on land and on specially engineered landfill 

40. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat recalled that by decision  

BC-13/6 the Parties had established a small intersessional working group to work on the technical 

guidelines on incineration on land (D10) and the technical guidelines on specially engineered landfill 

(D5), updated versions of which were contained in documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/18 and 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/19, respectively. A draft decision on the matter was set out in paragraph 

40 of the note by the Secretariat on technical guidelines (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/4). 

41. The Co-Chair thanked the Governments of Argentina and Canada for jointly leading the work 

of the small intersessional working group. 

42. During the ensuing discussion, several representatives stressed the importance of the 

guidelines on incineration on land and on specially engineered landfill. The representative of Canada 

introduced a conference room paper containing a revised draft decision on the matter, co-sponsored by 

the Governments of Argentina and Canada.  

43. One representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries, suggested that the fourteenth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties give consideration to extending the scope of the technical 

guidelines on D10 to include recovery operation R1 in Annex IV.B of the Basel Convention and 

extending the scope of D5 to include all kinds of landfill for hazardous wastes and other wastes as well 

as D12 (permanent storage). He drew attention to the relevance of the work on the guidelines under 

consideration to the work of the expert group on the review of the annexes and to work on marine litter 

and microplastics. One representative said that the technology for treatment of wastes was progressing 

rapidly, and called for more countries to nominate experts to ensure that full information was available 

for updating the guidelines.  

44. Several representatives spoke of the particular problems facing developing countries, 

particularly in Africa, where many waste disposal sites were dump sites rather than engineered 

landfills, posing threats to the health of the communities living nearby and creating the risk of residues 

spreading into the environment during flooding. Such threats were exacerbated when countries lacked 

the capacity to analyse and monitor unintended releases of persistent organic pollutants. In such 

circumstances, inefficient incineration added to the problem rather than solving it, and there was an 

urgent need for capacity-building in the development and management of engineered landfills. 

45.  The Open-ended Working Group agreed to refer further discussion of the issue to the contact 

group on technical matters, which would be tasked with preparing draft revised versions of the 

technical guidelines on D10 and D5, using as a basis documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/18 and 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/19, and with preparing a draft decision based on the proposed action set 

out in paragraph 40 of the note by the Secretariat on technical guidelines (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/4) 

and in the conference room paper presented by the Governments of Argentina and Canada and taking 

into account the discussions in plenary.  

46. Following the work of the contact group, the Co-Chair introduced a conference room paper 

containing a draft decision submitted by the contact group, which the Working Group then adopted. 

Decision OEWG-11/5, on technical guidelines on incineration on land (D10) and on specially 

engineered landfill (D5), is set out in the annex to the present report. 

47. Following the adoption of the decision, one representative, speaking on behalf of a group of 

countries and requesting that his statement be reflected in the present report, reiterated his 

recommendation that at its fourteenth meeting the Conference of the Parties consider extending the 

scope of the technical guidelines on D10 to include recovery operation R1 (use as fuel) and extending 
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the scope of the technical guidelines on D5 to include disposal operation D12 (permanent storage) and 

all kinds of landfilling of hazardous and other wastes. Justifying the proposal, he said that efficiently 

obtaining energy from the incineration of non-recyclable waste was beneficial in a circular economy, 

that permanent underground storage of waste in salt and potash mines was available in many regions 

and was an important option for the environmentally sound disposal of certain waste, and that it was 

useful to clarify that all kinds of landfills were covered in the technical guidelines on D5. 

 (d) Consideration of whether to update the technical guidelines on hazardous waste  

physico-chemical treatment and biological treatment 

48. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the sub-item, outlining the information in the 

relevant note by the Secretariat (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/4). In particular, the Open-ended Working 

Group was to consider whether to recommend that the Conference of the Parties, at its fourteenth 

meeting, decide that the technical guidelines on hazardous waste physico-chemical treatment (D9) and 

biological treatment (D8) should be updated. 

49. In the ensuing discussion, some representatives, including one speaking on behalf of a group 

of countries, said that the workload of the Working Group for the current biennium was substantial 

and expressed support for giving consideration to updating the two sets of guidelines in the following 

biennium. Another representative said that both sets of guidelines needed to be updated and suggested 

that the Secretariat invite Parties and observers to comment on which areas most urgently needed 

updating. Another representative said that before deciding to update the technical guidelines it was 

important to translate them into Arabic.  

50. Following the discussion, the Working Group agreed to reflect in the report of the meeting the 

fact that there had been support for considering updating the guidelines in the future. The Conference 

of the Parties would thus be invited to consider whether to include that work in the work programme 

of the Open-ended Working Group for 2020–2021.  

 2. National reporting 

51. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the sub-item, drawing attention to the relevant 

note by the Secretariat (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/5) and recalling that, in decision BC-13/8, the 

Conference of the Parties had taken note of practical guidance on the development of inventories of 

used lead-acid batteries, e-waste and waste oils and had invited Parties to inform the Secretariat of the 

types of wastes for which practical guidance on the development of related inventories would be 

useful. Six Parties had submitted such information. That information was set out in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/20, with a summary provided in the annex to document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/5. 

52. In the ensuing discussion, one representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries, 

proposed that Parties be permitted to provide feedback on the previously developed guidance 

documents at the current meeting. Another representative said that priority should be given to the 

preparation of practical guidance for the development of inventories of mercury waste, microplastic 

waste, and obsolete or used pesticide containers.  

53. The Open-ended Working Group extended the mandate of the contact group on technical 

matters to include consideration of the information, in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/20, 

submitted by Parties on the types of wastes for which practical guidance on the development of 

inventories would be useful, and to prepare a draft decision based on the proposed action provided in 

paragraph 4 of document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/5 and taking into account the discussions in plenary.  

54. Following the work of the contact group, the Co-Chair introduced a conference room paper 

containing a draft decision submitted by the contact group, which the Working Group then adopted. 

Decision OEWG-11/6, on national reporting, is set out in the annex to the present report. 

 3. Electronic approaches to the notification and movement documents 

55. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat drew attention to the relevant 

document (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/6), recalling that the document had been prepared by the 

Secretariat in response to decision BC-13/17, in which the Conference of the Parties to the Basel 

Convention had requested the Secretariat to prepare, for consideration at the current meeting, a 

document containing options on how to move forward on electronic approaches to the notification and 

movement documents. The options had been developed on the basis of the results of two surveys 

conducted by the Secretariat, which were presented in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/21. 

56. In the ensuing discussion, support was expressed for the draft decision and the proposed 

electronic approaches (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/6), which many representatives said would help 
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increase efficiency and reduce the administrative burdens associated with the implementation of the 

prior informed consent procedure. A number of representatives added that, in order to reap the benefits 

of such electronic approaches, it was essential to conduct workshops and training to facilitate their use. 

57. Following the discussion, the Working Group adopted the draft decision set out in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/6. Decision OEWG-11/9, on electronic approaches to the notification and 

movement documents, is set out in the annex to the present report.  

 4. Marine plastic litter and microplastics 

 5. Amendments to the annexes to the Basel Convention 

58. The Open-ended Working Group decided to cover sub-items 3 (b) (iv) on marine plastic litter 

and microplastics and 3 (b) (vi) on amendments to the annexes to the Basel Convention together.  

59. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing sub-item 3 (b) (iv), recalled that at the 

thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties it had been decided to include activities related to 

marine plastic litter and microplastics in the work programme of the Open-ended Working Group. The 

latter had been given a mandate to consider relevant options available under the Convention for further 

addressing the issue, and to develop a proposal for possible further action for consideration at the 

fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. A report by the Secretariat on options available 

under the Convention was included in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/22, while relevant 

activities undertaken by regional and coordinating centres were described in the addendum to that 

document, and a report of the first meeting of the open-ended ad hoc expert group on marine litter and 

microplastics established by the United Nations Environment Assembly was presented in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/23. A draft decision on the matter was set out in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/7. 

60. Ms. Jillian Dempster, Permanent Representative of New Zealand to the United Nations Office 

at Geneva, and Ms. Elizabeth Taylor Jay, Ambassador of Colombia to Kenya, co-chairs of the ad hoc 

open-ended expert group on marine litter and microplastics reported on the first meeting of the expert 

group, which had taken place in Nairobi in May 2018. The process established under resolution 3/7 of 

the Environment Assembly focused on four areas of work: barriers to combating marine litter and 

microplastics; national, regional and international response options; environmental, social and 

economic costs and benefits of the response options; and the feasibility and effectiveness of those 

options. The Basel Convention had been identified by the expert group as a key existing international 

agreement offering potential to advance the global agenda on marine litter. There was universal 

agreement on the urgent need for action on marine litter and microplastics via a coordinated approach 

by all relevant actors.  

61. Introducing sub-item 3 (b) (vi), on amendments to the annexes of the Basel Convention, the 

representative of the Secretariat drew attention to a note by the Secretariat on an application for the 

removal of wastes from Annex IX to the Basel Convention (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/14) and to an 

information note on the application by Norway to amend Annex IX to the Basel Convention and the 

addendum thereto (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/36). 

62. The representative of Norway, speaking on both agenda sub-items, said that there was broad 

agreement at the international level on the nature and scale of the problems presented by plastic 

wastes, including marine litter and microplastics, and on the pressing need for an immediate and 

strong response, including through existing global mandates and instruments. Consequently, several 

parallel actions were being put forward by his Government for consideration by the Working Group, 

including a proposal for a partnership on plastic wastes, submitted by the Government of Norway and 

co-sponsored by the Governments of Canada, Switzerland and Uruguay, set out in a conference room 

paper, and the application by the Government of Norway to amend Annex IX to the Convention by 

removing the entry “B3010: solid plastic wastes”. In addition, his Government had said that it would 

propose to amend Annex II to the Convention (categories of wastes requiring special consideration) by 

adding a new category Y 48 encompassing solid plastic waste. That proposal was set out for 

information in a conference room paper. The proposed measures would place the Basel Convention, in 

line with its mandate as the only global convention on wastes, at the forefront of worldwide efforts to 

address the issue of plastic wastes, including in the form of marine litter. Unsorted, mixed, 

contaminated or otherwise problematic plastic waste was subject to transboundary movement. It was 

important to find a balance between promoting the movement of low-risk, clean wastes for recycling 

and controlling the high-risk movement of plastics that were difficult or impossible to deal with.  

63. During the ensuing discussion, many representatives spoke of the huge challenge presented by 

plastic wastes and its burgeoning impact on human health, the environment and economic systems. 

The problem was multidimensional, including the widespread disposal of single-use plastic bags and 
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other items as litter and the uncontrolled transboundary movement of plastic wastes. Inadequate and 

inefficient waste management practices – such as improper incineration – were commonplace, and 

their impact was compounded by a lack of viable and effective recycling techniques and strategies. 

The particular challenge posed by marine litter for small island developing States, including in such 

areas as fisheries, tourism and human consumption, was highlighted. 

64. There was broad support for the measures proposed by the representative of Norway for the 

establishment of a partnership on plastic wastes, and support for the suggested changes to Annexes II 

and IX. Several representatives stressed the important role that partnerships could play in addressing 

plastic waste, including in the form of marine plastic litter and microplastics, with the Basel 

Convention playing a key role. One representative said that several global partnerships already in 

place could provide a model for a partnership on plastic wastes under the Basel Convention. Another 

representative urged that an in-depth evaluation and analysis be undertaken of the role of the Basel 

Convention in complementing the actions of other international bodies to reduce the effects of plastics 

pollution, while avoiding duplication of efforts. Several representatives highlighted the valuable role 

of the regional centres of the Basel and Stockholm conventions in stimulating regional action on the 

issue and developing and disseminating innovative solutions. 

65. Several representatives stressed that progress in tackling plastic pollution would require strong 

political will supported by a shift in society’s mindset with regard to waste disposal, along with 

changes in the behaviour of both consumers and manufacturers. One representative said that the focus 

should be on the global benefits of actions. Another stressed the significant economic opportunities 

that could arise from the proper management and use of plastics at the national level. The inclusion of 

marine litter and microplastics within the focal areas under the seventh replenishment of the Global 

Environment Facility Trust Fund was welcomed. One representative, speaking on behalf of a group of 

countries, said that the Secretariat should be asked to integrate any further action on horizontal issues, 

including technical assistance, capacity-building and information exchange, into relevant documents 

and draft decisions prepared for the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  

66. Many representatives described actions being undertaken at the national level to combat plastic 

pollution, including national policies, plans and legislation to control the import, manufacture and sale 

of non-biodegradable plastic bags, though it was noted that effective enforcement of controls 

presented a challenge. One representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries, described 

actions at the regional level to promote environmentally sound action on plastic wastes as part of a 

circular approach to waste management. Several representatives said that their national efforts were 

undermined by an influx of plastics – transported by environmental and anthropogenic pathways – 

from other countries with less stringent controls. Consequently, all countries needed to commit to 

environmentally sound management of plastic wastes.  

67. The Working Group agreed to refer further discussion of the issues under both sub-items to the 

contact group on technical matters. Under sub-item 3 (b) (iv), the contact group would consider the 

proposals for further action on marine plastic litter and microplastics and prepare a draft decision on 

the item on the basis of the text provided in paragraph 9 of document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/7 and 

the annex to that document, taking into account the report set out in UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/22, 

the discussions in plenary, and the proposal for a partnership on plastic wastes in the conference room 

paper submitted by the Government of Norway and co-sponsored by the Governments of Canada, 

Switzerland and Uruguay. Under sub-item 3 (b) (vi), the contact group would consider the proposal to 

amend Annex IX, submitted by the Government of Norway, and would prepare a draft decision on the 

item. Given the heavy workload of the contact group on technical matters, Mr. Adu-Kumi and 

Ms. Ahern would act as facilitators for the consideration of those particular topics by the contact 

group.  

68. Following the work of the contact group, the representative of the Secretariat introduced two 

conference room papers submitted by the contact group containing, respectively, a draft decision on 

marine plastic litter and microplastics and draft terms of reference for a Basel Convention partnership 

on plastic wastes (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/39) as a basis for further consultation, explaining that 

the latter would be issued as an official document of the current meeting and referred to as such in the 

draft decision. The Working Group adopted the two draft decisions. Decision OEWG-11/8, on marine 

plastic litter and microplastics, and decision OEWG-11/7, on an amendment to Annex IX to the Basel 

Convention, are set out in the annex to the present report. 

 6. Waste containing nanomaterials 

69. Introducing sub-item 3 (b) (v) of the agenda, the representative of the Secretariat drew 

attention to the note by the Secretariat on waste containing nanomaterials (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/8) 

and a report prepared by the Secretariat identifying issues related to waste containing nanomaterials 
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that might be relevant to work under the Convention and setting out options for further work under the 

Basel Convention (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/24), which had been prepared pursuant to decision  

BC-13/17 with the financial support of the Government of Switzerland. 

70. In the ensuing discussion, many representatives welcomed the report, which several said was 

comprehensive and addressed an important issue on which more information and action were urgently 

needed. One representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries, said that more time was 

needed to review the report and suggested that the Working Group invite Parties and observers to 

provide comments on the report for consideration by the Conference of the Parties. 

71. With regard to the options for further work set out in the report, one representative expressed 

support for the possible classification of waste containing nanomaterials as hazardous under the 

Convention and said that it was important to prioritize the issues set out in the report. Another 

representative said that the classification of waste containing nanomaterials as hazardous did not apply 

to all nanomaterials, given that different nanomaterials had different physico-chemical properties and 

that insufficient information was available on the environmental and health hazards of nanomaterials. 

He suggested that a study group representing relevant international bodies, leading countries active in 

the field of nanomaterials and private sector entities be established to fill information gaps and help 

users of nanomaterials ensure proper handling and waste management.  

72. Stressing that the use of nanomaterials had been allowed to grow exponentially without proper 

knowledge of the risks involved, several representatives said that more work and resources were 

needed to ensure the environmentally sound management of waste containing nanomaterials. 

73. A few representatives shared steps taken by their countries to deal with nanomaterials and 

nanotechnologies. One representative said that his Government lacked the resources to manage solid 

and hazardous waste in an environmentally sound manner, let alone waste containing nanomaterials 

invisible to the naked eye. He said that ways should be found to prevent and eliminate the upstream 

generation of nanomaterial waste and to differentiate between the responsibilities of developed 

countries and those of developing countries with regard to the management of waste containing 

nanomaterials. Another representative said that it was important to prevent the export of such waste 

from developed to developing countries.  

74. Following the discussion, the Open-ended Working Group decided that the contact group on 

technical matters should further consider the report contained in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/24 and prepare a draft decision on the sub-item containing a 

recommendation for consideration by the Conference of the Parties, taking into account the discussion 

at the current meeting.  

75. Following the work of the contact group, the representative of the Secretariat introduced a 

conference room paper containing a draft decision submitted by the contact group. She said that since 

the release of the draft decision the contact group had proposed an amendment to paragraph 3 of the 

draft decision to enable Parties to provide comments on the report contained in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/24 while the Secretariat prepared a draft decision for consideration by 

the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting.  

76. The Working Group adopted the draft decision as orally amended. Decision OEWG-11/10, on 

waste containing nanomaterials, is set out in the annex to the present report. 

 C. Legal, governance and enforcement matters 

 1. Consultation with the Committee Administering the Mechanism for Promoting 

Implementation and Compliance 

77. The representative of the Secretariat drew attention to a note by the Secretariat on consultation 

with the Committee Administering the Mechanism for Promoting Implementation and Compliance of 

the Convention (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/9), recalling that, in accordance with its work programme for 

2018–2019, the Committee was mandated to finalize, in consultation with the Working Group and for 

consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting, 

guidance to improve the implementation of paragraph 11 of Article 6 of the Basel Convention, on 

insurance, bond and guarantee; revised guidance on improving national reporting; guidance for the 

development of national legal frameworks to implement the Basel Convention; and draft guidance on 

the implementation of paragraph 4 of Article 6, on transit transboundary movements. The Committee 

had also been requested to consult with the Parties on its draft work programme for 2020–2021 in 

advance of the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The four draft guidance documents 

and the draft work programme for 2020–2021 were set out, respectively, in the annexes to documents 
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UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/25, UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/26, UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/27, 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/28 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/29. 

78. Mr. Juan Simonelli (Argentina), Chair of the Committee, reported on the work of the 

Committee, stressing that, out of the four draft guidance documents prepared by the Committee for 

consideration at the current meeting, only the draft guidance on the implementation of paragraph 4 of 

Article 6 of the Convention, on transit transboundary movements (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/28), 

was new. The Committee had revised the other three guidance documents taking into account 

comments received from the Parties since the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The 

Committee’s draft work programme for 2020–2021 (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/29) would be 

revised to incorporate the outcomes of the Committee’s deliberations at its thirteenth meeting, to be 

held immediately after the current meeting. He wished to thank the members of the Committee for 

their contributions and the Governments of Japan, Norway and the European Union for their financial 

support to the work of the Committee over the years. 

79. In the following discussion, one representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries, 

suggested that the Committee revise the draft guidance on the implementation of paragraph 4 of 

Article 6 of the Basel Convention on transit transboundary movements 

(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/28) taking into account the deliberations at the current meeting and 

comments from Parties and observers submitted thereafter. In addition, following its thirteenth 

meeting, the Committee should be invited to further consult with the Parties with a view to finalizing 

its draft work programme for 2020–2021. 

80. One representative expressed support for the draft decision set out in the note by the 

Secretariat (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/9) and said that the Committee was playing a key role in helping 

the Parties to improve their implementation of the Basel Convention. His country faced serious 

infrastructure and Internet connectivity challenges that made it difficult to complete national reports 

online. Another representative said that practical guidelines were needed to help the Parties prevent 

illegal transfers of waste into their territories. 

81. Following the discussion, the Open-ended Working Group established a contact group on legal 

matters, co-chaired by Mr. Juan Simonelli (Argentina) and Mr. Artak Khachatryan (Armenia) to 

further consider the draft decision (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/9), the draft guidance documents 

(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/25–INF/28) and the draft work programme 

(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/29), taking into account the discussions in plenary. 

82. Following the work of the contact group, the Co-Chair introduced a conference room paper 

containing a draft decision submitted by the contact group, which the Working Group then adopted. 

Decision OEWG-11/11, on consultation with the Committee Administering the Mechanism for 

Promoting Implementation and Compliance of the Basel Convention, is set out in the annex to the 

present report.   

 2. Providing further legal clarity 

83. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the sub-item, recalling that by decision  

BC-13/2 the Conference of the Parties had established an expert working group on the review of 

Annexes I, III and IV and related aspects of Annex IX and had requested the Secretariat to report on 

the implementation of the decision to the Working Group at its eleventh meeting. Accordingly, the 

progress made by the expert working group was set out in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/10, 

along with a draft decision on the matter. In addition, in decision BC-13/17 on the work programme 

and operations of the Working Group for the biennium 2018–2019, the Conference of Parties had 

invited Parties and others to submit comments on whether to consider the review of Annexes II, VIII 

and IX to the Convention and had requested the Secretariat to compile the submitted comments for 

consideration by the Working Group at the current meeting. Comments had been received from six 

Parties and had been compiled by the Secretariat in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/31.  

84. The Co-Chair invited the co-chairs of the expert working group, Ms. Julie Croteau (Canada) 

and Mr. Joost Meijer (Chile), to report on the group’s work. 

85. Ms. Croteau gave an overview of the activities of the expert working group since the thirteenth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties, as set out in the note by the co-chairs of the group contained 

in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/30. The group had held its first face-to-face meeting in 

March 2018. At that meeting it had discussed detailed proposals for each operation listed in Annex IV, 

for new operations in Annex IV, and for Annex IX (B1110), and a number of overarching issues. 

Some members had understood the review of entry B1110 to be focused on the terms “reuse” and 

“direct reuse” and their associated footnotes, while others had understood that the review should 

pertain to the entire entry. The expert working group had agreed that it would be useful to review the 
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entire B1110 entry and also the mirror entry A1180 in Annex VIII. The group was pursuing its work 

and planned to hold a second face-to-face meeting in December 2018 to prepare recommendations for 

revisions to Annex IV and Annex IX (B1110) and have a first discussion on Annexes I and III. 

86. Following Ms. Croteau’s presentation, Mr. Meijer introduced a conference room paper 

submitted by the Governments of Canada and Chile setting out an alternate version of the draft 

decision contained in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/10.     

87. In the ensuing discussion, addressing the question of amendments to Annexes I, III, and IV 

and related aspects of Annex IX, several representatives, including one speaking on behalf of a group 

of countries, supported the recommendations of the expert working group, while another was more 

cautious, calling for further consultation on any revisions to Annex IV. With respect to the question of 

whether to amend Annexes II, VIII and IX, one representative said that her country had already 

submitted its comments to the effect that they should be amended. Another representative, speaking on 

behalf of a group of countries, was open to discussion on the matter, although he added that, apart 

from specific issues, Annexes VIII and IX should only be reviewed once amendments to Annexes 1 

and III had been finalized.   

88. On the basis of the views expressed, the Open-ended Working Group decided that the contact 

group on legal matters should be mandated to further consider the draft decision set out in the 

conference room paper and to prepare a revised version for consideration by the Working Group.  

89. Following the work of the contact group, the Co-Chair introduced a conference room paper 

containing a draft decision submitted by the contact group, which the Working Group then adopted. 

Decision OEWG-11/12, on providing further legal clarity, is set out in the annex to the present report. 

 D. International cooperation and coordination 

 1. Basel Convention Partnership Programme 

90. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the sub-item, drawing attention to the relevant 

note by the Secretariat (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/11). 

 (a) Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment 

91. Turning to the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment (PACE), the representative of 

the Secretariat noted that by decision BC-13/12 the Conference of the Parties had disbanded the 

Working Group of PACE. In the same decision, interested Basel Convention regional and coordinating 

centres were invited to take the lead in implementing activities relating to a follow-up partnership to 

PACE in line with the concept note set out in annex II to document UNEP/CHW.13/INF/31/Rev.1, to 

propose further development of the concept for a follow-up partnership at the regional or international 

level, and to report to the Working Group on those activities through the Secretariat. Accordingly, 

during the annual meeting of the regional centres held in November 2017, the Secretariat had 

facilitated further discussion on the implementation of the programme of work contained in the 

concept note. It had subsequently organized online meetings to coordinate the work of the centres to 

implement the activities indicated in the concept note.  

92. Ms. Leila Devia, director of the Basel Convention Regional Centre in Argentina, then took the 

floor on behalf of the regional centres to briefly describe the activities of the various regional centres 

in relation to a follow-up partnership to PACE, as more fully described in the note by the Secretariat 

on the matter (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/32). 

93. The representative of the Sudan introduced a conference room paper co-sponsored by the 

Governments of Argentina, Norway, Panama and Switzerland containing a draft decision on a  

follow-up partnership to the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment, at the international 

level. 

94. A representative welcomed the proposal by the representative of the Sudan, underscoring the 

need for effective national and international management of electrical and electronic waste and the 

importance of working with the manufacturers of such products. 

95. The Working Group decided to mandate the contact group on strategic matters to prepare a 

draft decision on the matter on the basis of the conference room paper submitted by the Government of 

the Sudan. 

 (b) Partnership on Household Waste  

96. The representative of the Secretariat recalled that, by decision BC-13/14, the Conference of the 

Parties had decided to establish a working group of the Household Waste Partnership to oversee 

organizational matters pertaining to the implementation of the activities of the Partnership and had 
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adopted terms of reference for the Partnership. As at 31 March 2018, the membership of the working 

group had comprised representatives of 52 Parties, one signatory, four intergovernmental 

organizations, 13 regional centres of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions, two industry associations, 

one municipality, 12 non-governmental organizations and two private-sector organizations.   

97. The Secretariat had established a dedicated portal for the Household Waste Partnership on the 

joint website of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions to enable the exchange of 

information among members of the working group. A consultancy company had developed the outline 

of an overall guidance document on the environmentally sound management of household waste, and 

the working group at its first meeting, in Mauritius in May 2018, had further worked on that draft 

outline. The draft modules of the guidance on the environmentally sound management of household 

waste that had been developed during and since that meeting were set out in the annexes to document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/33.  

98. Subsequently, Ms. Gabriela Medina (Uruguay), co-chair of the working group of the 

Household Waste Partnership, explained that the meeting had yielded two outcomes: identification of 

the priority modules to be developed and drafted by the working group and establishment of the lead 

drafters and drafting group members for each module. She wished to thank the Governments of 

Norway and Switzerland for contributions that had enabled the hiring of consultants and the holding of 

the first face-to-face meeting.  

99. In the ensuing discussion, the representative of Switzerland expressed his Government’s 

intention to continue supporting the Household Waste Partnership in its future endeavours. Another 

representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries, proposed that the working group emphasize 

plastic waste in its work programme. 

 (c) Further development of partnerships  

100. The representative of the Secretariat recalled that the programme of work of the Basel 

Convention for the biennium 2018–2019 envisaged two types of partnerships in support of promoting 

the objectives of the Convention. The first pertained to global partnerships established by the 

Conference of the Parties and for which the Secretariat provided secretariat services. The second 

related to partnerships established with the aim of expanding the reach of the Convention. Pursuant to 

decision BC-10/19, on the Basel Convention Partnership Programme, the Secretariat continuously 

followed international developments regarding public and private partnerships on waste-related issues, 

seeking to expand involvement in such partnerships.  

101. In decision BC-13/24, on the programme of work and budget for the biennium 2018–2019, the 

Conference of the Parties had taken note of the budget allocation relating to partnerships for technical 

assistance, which provided for the preparation of a report evaluating past and ongoing partnerships to 

assist the Conference of the Parties in further developing target-oriented and successful partnerships. 

The Secretariat had received a financial contribution from the Government of Switzerland to enable it 

to prepare such a report. The report was expected to assess the potential for further engagement in 

strategic partnerships with stakeholders, including from the private sector and civil society, that were 

observers to the Basel Convention, with a view to achieving the objectives of the Convention. Such 

partnerships would support the attainment of Sustainable Development Goal 17, which included 

revitalization of the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development.  

102. One representative proposed consideration of the establishment of a new partnership on 

lead-acid batteries. 

103. Another representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries, proposed an alternative 

approach to that set out in paragraph 3 of the draft decision contained in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/11. The alternative approach would involve the drafting of a report, on which 

Parties and others could provide comments for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its 

fourteenth meeting. He inquired about the deadlines that could be set in the decision to enable such an 

approach. 

104. The Co-Chair requested the representative and the Secretariat to discuss the matter bilaterally 

and then report on that discussion to the Working Group.  

  Consideration of the draft decision on the Basel Convention Partnership Programme 

105. Following the work of the contact group, the Co-Chair introduced three conference room 

papers submitted by the contact group, which set out parts I, II and III of an omnibus draft decision on 

the Basel Convention Partnership Programme, covering respectively follow-up to PACE, the 

Partnership on Household Waste and the further development of partnerships. The Working Group 
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adopted the omnibus draft decision as orally amended. Decision OEWG-11/13, on the Basel 

Convention Partnership Programme, is set out in the annex to the present report. 

 2. Cooperation with the World Customs Organization on the Harmonized Commodity 

Description and Coding System  

106. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the sub-item, drawing attention to the relevant 

note by the Secretariat (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/12) and recalling that there was  

long-standing cooperation between the Basel Convention and the World Customs Organization with a 

view to including, in the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System, codes 

corresponding to types of waste controlled under the Convention. Since its forty-eighth session, held 

in April 2015, the Harmonized System Review Subcommittee had been developing draft amendments 

to the Harmonized System in relation to the classification of electrical and electronic waste. The 

significant progress made in that regard increased the likelihood that codes for e-waste would be 

included in the next edition of the Harmonized System, which would enter into force in 2022. The 

deliberations of the Subcommittee during its sessions of May and December 2017 and June 2018, 

along with their outcomes, were summarized in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/34.  

107. The representative of the Secretariat requested guidance from the Parties regarding additional 

types of waste for which a request for the development of Harmonized System codes should be made 

to the World Customs Organization. It would also be useful to know whether a request should be made 

for types of wastes submitted by Parties in response to decision BC-10/10 to which the Harmonized 

System Review Subcommittee had yet to give full consideration. 

108. In the ensuing discussion, one representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries, 

expressed support for the draft decision contained in paragraph 6 of document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/12. Another representative, however, considered it premature for the Working 

Group to approach the World Customs Organization in relation to waste types other than the 

15 contained in a list submitted to that organization in 2013, mainly owing to the potential impact of 

the ongoing review of the annexes to the Basel Convention. She proposed that Parties be invited to 

inform the Secretariat by 31 October 2018 of the types of waste in the list already submitted for which 

a new code in the Harmonized System would be useful. Another representative also warned of the 

impact of ongoing work, such as that on e-waste, and wondered how consensus on the priorities would 

be reached through such a process. 

109. The Co-Chair requested the Secretariat to facilitate an informal discussion among the 

representatives who had spoken on the topic with a view to producing a new draft decision for 

presentation to the Working Group. 

110. Following the consultations, the Co-Chair introduced a conference room paper setting out a 

draft decision prepared by the Secretariat in consultation with interested Parties, which the Working 

Group then adopted. Decision OEWG-11/14, on cooperation with the World Customs Organization on 

the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System, is set out in the annex to the present 

report. 

 E. Financial matters 

111. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the sub-item, drawing attention to document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/35, a report on financial matters covering the period January 2016 to 

April 2018 for both trust funds of the Basel Convention, and provided updated information where 

available. Since the issuance of the document, the implementation rate of the Basel Convention trust 

fund had risen to 45 per cent by the end of June 2018, the percentage of assessed contributions 

collected had risen to 75 per cent by August 2018, and the number of Parties in arrears had dropped to 

42. The total expenditure for the Technical Cooperation Trust Fund had by August 2018 risen to 

US$ 744,000.  

112. Following the presentation, the Executive Secretary thanked those Governments that had made 

efforts to clear their arrears. He urged countries with substantial arrears to discuss with the Secretariat 

how to remedy the situation.  

113. The Open-ended Working Group took note of the information provided. 

 IV. Work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for  

2020–2021 

114. Introducing the item, the representative of the Secretariat drew attention to a note by the 

Secretariat on the work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for the period 2020–2021 
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(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/13) and to the draft work programme annexed thereto, saying that the 

programme agreed at the current meeting would be submitted to the Conference of the Parties for 

consideration and possible adoption at its fourteenth meeting.  

115. The representative of the European Union presented a conference room paper setting out a 

draft decision on the matter.  

116. Following a brief discussion, the Working Group adopted the draft decision put forward by the 

European Union, as orally +amended. Decision OEWG-11/15, on the work programme of the  

Open-ended Working Group for the period 2020–2021, is set out in the annex to the present report.  

 V. Other matters 

117. There were no other matters for discussion. 

 VI. Adoption of the report 

118. The Working Group adopted the present report on the basis of the draft report set out in 

document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/L.1, as orally amended, on the understanding that the finalization 

of the report would be entrusted to the Rapporteur with the assistance of the Secretariat. 

 VII. Closure of the meeting 

119. Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the meeting was declared closed at 1.50 p.m. 

on Thursday, 6 September 2018. 
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Annex  

Decisions adopted by the Open-ended Working Group at its eleventh 

meeting  

OEWG-11/1:   Strategic framework for the implementation of the Basel Convention for 2012–2021 

OEWG-11/2:  Developing guidelines for environmentally sound management 

OEWG-11/3:  Technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting 

of, containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants 

OEWG-11/4:  Technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electronic and electrical waste 

and used electrical and electronic equipment, in particular regarding the distinction 

between waste and non-waste under the Basel Convention 

OEWG-11/5: Technical guidelines on incineration on land (D10) and on specially engineered landfill 

(D5) 

OEWG-11/6: National reporting 

OEWG-11/7: Amendment to Annex IX to the Basel Convention 

OEWG-11/8: Marine plastic litter and microplastics 

OEWG-11/9: Electronic approaches to the notification and movement documents 

OEWG-11/10: Waste containing nanomaterials 

OEWG-11/11: Consultation with the Committee Administering the Mechanism for Promoting 

Implementation and Compliance of the Basel Convention 

OEWG-11/12: Providing further legal clarity 

OEWG-11/13: Basel Convention Partnership Programme 

OEWG-11/14: Cooperation with the World Customs Organization on the Harmonized Commodity 

Description and Coding System 

OEWG-11/15: Work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for 2020–2021 
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  OEWG-11/1: Strategic framework for the implementation of the 

Basel Convention for 2012–2021 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Welcomes the work undertaken by the small intersessional working group on the 

strategic framework for the implementation of the Basel Convention for the period 2012–2021; 

2. Requests the Secretariat, in consultation with the small intersessional working group, 

to finalize the draft compilation of information related to the indicators to be used for the preparation 

of the final evaluation of the strategic framework 1 by 17 December 2018, taking into account the 

discussions held during the eleventh meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, for consideration by 

the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting.  

  OEWG-11/2: Developing guidelines for environmentally sound 

management 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Welcomes the work undertaken by the expert working group on environmentally sound 

management and takes note of the report on the activities undertaken by the group;2 

2. Also welcomes the draft practical manual for stakeholders to ensure that notifications 

of transboundary movements meet environmentally sound management requirements;3 the draft 

guidance to assist Parties in developing efficient strategies for the recycling and recovery of hazardous 

and other wastes;4 and the draft guidance on how to address environmentally sound management in the 

informal sector;5  

3. Invites Parties and others to submit comments on the revised versions of the draft 

practical manual and of the draft guidance referred to in paragraph 2 of the present decision6 to the 

Secretariat by 31 October 2018;  

4. Requests the expert working group on environmentally sound management to complete 

its work on the revised draft practical manuals on extended producer responsibility and financing 

systems for environmentally sound management7 by 31 October 2018 and to submit them for 

consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting; 

5. Also requests the expert working group on environmentally sound management to 

revise the documents referred to in paragraph 2 of the present decision by 15 January 2019, taking into 

account the comments from Parties and others received pursuant to paragraph 3, and to submit them 

for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting. 

  OEWG-11/3: Technical guidelines on the environmentally sound 

management of wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated 

with persistent organic pollutants 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Welcomes with appreciation the contribution made by Norway in taking the lead in 

updating the technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, 

containing or contaminated with hexabromodiphenyl ether and heptabromodiphenyl ether, and 

tetrabromodiphenyl ether and pentabromodiphenyl ether, to include decabromodiphenyl ether; 

                                                           
1 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/3. 
2 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/8. 
3 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/4. 
4 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/5. 
5 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/6. 
6 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/4/Rev.1, UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/5/Rev.1 and 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/6/Rev.1. 
7 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/7/Rev.1. 
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2. Takes note of the following draft technical guidelines: 

(a) Draft updated general technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management 

of wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants;8 

(b) Draft technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of wastes 

consisting of, containing or contaminated with short-chain chlorinated paraffins;9 

(c) Draft updated technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of 

wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated with hexabromodiphenyl ether and 

heptabromodiphenyl ether, and tetrabromodiphenyl ether and pentabromodiphenyl ether, to include 

decabromodiphenyl ether;10 

(d) Draft updated technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of 

wastes containing or contaminated with unintentionally produced polychlorinated  

dibenzo-p-dioxins, polychlorinated dibenzofurans, hexachlorobenzene, polychlorinated biphenyls, 

pentachlorobenzene or polychlorinated naphthalenes, to include hexachlorobutadiene;11 

(e) Draft updated technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of 

wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated with hexachlorobutadiene;12 

3. Welcomes the fact that a physical meeting of the small intersessional working group 

will take place on 4 and 5 October 2018;  

4. Requests Norway and the Secretariat, as appropriate, to revise, by 31 October 2018, the 

draft new or updated general and specific technical guidelines, in consultation with the small 

intersessional working group and taking into account the discussions of the Open-ended Working 

Group at its eleventh meeting, for consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties 

at its fourteenth meeting; 

5. Invites Parties and observers to submit comments on the draft technical guidelines 

prepared in accordance with paragraph 4 above to the Secretariat by 15 February 2019; 

6. Requests the Secretariat to prepare a compilation of the comments received in 

accordance with paragraph 5 above for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth 

meeting. 

  OEWG-11/4: Technical guidelines on transboundary movements 

of electrical and electronic waste and used electrical and electronic 

equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between waste 

and non-waste under the Basel Convention 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Takes note of the comments provided by Parties and others pertaining to paragraph 5 

of decision BC-12/5;13 

2. Also takes note of the responses to the revised questionnaire based upon paragraph 11 

of decision BC-13/5;14 

3. Further takes note of the suggestions of the expert working group for amendments to 

the technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electrical and electronic waste and used 

electrical and electronic equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between waste and 

non-waste under the Basel Convention;15 

4. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its fourteenth meeting, consider 

amending the technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electrical and electronic waste and 

                                                           
8 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/9. 
9 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/10. 
10 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/11. 
11 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/12. 
12 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/13. 
13 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/17. 
14 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/16. 
15 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/15. 
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used electrical and electronic equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between waste and 

non-waste under the Basel Convention, as suggested by the expert working group, taking into account 

the discussions of the Open-ended Working Group at its eleventh meeting. 

  OEWG-11/5: Technical guidelines on incineration on land (D10) 

and on specially engineered landfill (D5) 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Welcomes with appreciation the contributions made by the Governments of Argentina 

and Canada in taking the co-lead roles in updating the technical guidelines on incineration on land 

(D10) and the technical guidelines on specially engineered landfill (D5); 

2. Also welcomes with appreciation the contributions of the small intersessional working 

group that supported the co-leads in their work; 

3. Takes note of the draft updated technical guidelines on incineration on land (D10)16 

and the draft updated technical guidelines on specially engineered landfill (D5);17 

4. Invites Parties and others to submit to the Secretariat, by 13 November 2018, 

comments on the draft updated technical guidelines on specially engineered landfill referred to in 

paragraph 3 of the present decision; 

5. Also invites Parties and others to submit to the Secretariat, by 27 November 2018, 

comments on the draft updated technical guidelines on incineration on land referred to in paragraph 3 

of the present decision; 

6. Invites the co-leads to prepare, by 15 February 2019, the draft updated technical 

guidelines, taking into account comments received during the eleventh meeting of the Open-ended 

Working Group and pursuant to paragraphs 4 and 5 above, in consultation with the small 

intersessional working group, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth 

meeting; 

7. Agrees on the workplan set out in the annex to the present decision; 

8. Invites Parties and others to nominate further experts to participate in the small 

intersessional working group and to inform the Secretariat of their nominations by 31 December 2018. 

Annex to decision OEWG-11/5  

  Workplan for technical guidelines on incineration on land (D10) and on 

specially engineered landfill (D5) 

Scheduled date Activity  

13 November 2018 Parties and others submit to the Secretariat comments on the draft updated technical 

guidelines on specially engineered landfill, as set out in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/19. 

The Secretariat publishes the comments received on the website of the Basel 

Convention. 

27 November 2018 Parties and others submit to the Secretariat comments on the draft updated technical 

guidelines on incineration on land, as set out in document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/18. 

The Secretariat publishes the comments received on the website of the Basel 

Convention. 

                                                           
16 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/18. 
17 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/19. 
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Scheduled date Activity  

15 February 2019 Taking into account the comments received during the eleventh meeting of the 

Open-ended Working Group and pursuant to the two previous activities, co-leads 

prepare, in consultation with the small intersessional working group, draft updated 

technical guidelines on incineration on land and draft updated technical guidelines 

on specially engineered landfill.  

The Secretariat publishes both sets of draft updated technical guidelines and a 

compilation of comments as information documents for consideration by the 

fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties on the website of the Basel 

Convention. 

29 April–10 May 2019 The Conference of the Parties considers the revised drafts and a draft mandate of the 

small intersessional working group for the next biennium. 

 

  OEWG-11/6: National reporting 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Agrees on the following types of wastes for which practical guidance on the 

development of inventories should be developed, taking into account the information submitted by 

Parties on the types of wastes for which such practical guidance would be useful:18 

(a) With higher priority: 

(i) Plastic wastes; 

(ii) Obsolete pesticides, including pesticide-container waste; 

(iii) Waste batteries containing lithium; 

(b) With medium priority: 

(i) Waste cartridges and toners; 

(ii) Olive oil milling waste; 

2. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting consider 

requesting the Secretariat to develop, within available resources, practical guidance on the 

development of inventories for the waste streams mentioned in paragraph 1 of the present decision for 

consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 

OEWG-11/7: Amendment to Annex IX to the Basel Convention  

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Takes note of the proposed amendment to Annex IX to the Basel Convention on the 

Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal submitted by the 

Government of Norway for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting;19  

2. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties consider at its fourteenth meeting 

whether to amend entry B3010 on solid plastic waste in Annex IX to the Convention and, if so, in 

what form; 

3. Takes note of the intention of the Government of Norway to submit a proposal to 

amend Annex II to the Convention for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth 

meeting. 

                                                           
18 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/5, annex. 
19 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/36. 
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  OEWG-11/8: Marine plastic litter and microplastics 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Welcomes the report on possible options available under the Basel Convention on the 

Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal to further address 

marine plastic litter and microplastics20 and takes note of the information on activities related to 

marine plastic litter and microplastics undertaken by Basel Convention regional and coordinating 

centres;21 

2. Agrees that the draft elements set out in the annex to the present decision should be a 

basis for a decision by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting on further actions with 

regard to marine plastic litter and microplastics; 

3. Invites Parties and observers to submit comments on those draft elements to the 

Secretariat by 31 October 2018; 

4. Requests the Secretariat to prepare a draft decision based on those draft elements, 

taking into account the comments received pursuant to paragraph 3 of the present decision, for 

consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting; 

5. Also requests the Secretariat to reflect the elements set out in sections 7, 8 and 9 of the 

annex to the present decision in the draft decisions on relevant agenda items to be considered by the 

Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting; 

6. Welcomes with appreciation the proposal submitted by the Government of Norway on 

the establishment of a plastic waste partnership; 

7. Recommends to the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting the 

establishment of a partnership under the Basel Convention on plastic wastes that also addresses marine 

plastic litter and microplastics;  

8. Invites Parties and others to provide comments on the draft terms of reference of the 

partnership on plastic wastes set out in the annex to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/39 and 

suggestions on elements of the work programme of the partnership for the biennium 2020–2021 by 

17 December 2018; 

9. Requests the Secretariat to revise the draft terms of reference of the partnership and 

prepare a draft work programme of the partnership for the biennium 2020–2021, taking into account 

the discussions at the eleventh meeting of the Open-ended Working Group and comments and 

suggestions received pursuant to paragraph 8 of the present decision, and to submit the revised draft 

terms of reference and the draft work programme to the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth 

meeting for its consideration and possible adoption; 

10. Takes note of decision OEWG-11/7 on amendments to Annex IX to the Convention 

and the intention of the Government of Norway, as expressed at the eleventh meeting of the 

Open-ended Working Group, to submit a proposal to amend Annex II to the Convention for 

consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting; 

11. Requests the Secretariat to communicate the present decision to the open-ended ad hoc 

expert group referred to in paragraph 10 of resolution 3/7 of the United Nations Environment 

Assembly and to the United Nations Environment Assembly at its fourth session.  

                                                           
20 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/22. 
21 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/22/Add.1. 
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  Annex to decision OEWG-11/8 

  Draft elements as a basis for a decision on marine plastic litter, to be 

considered at the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, on 

which Parties and others are invited to comment 

Note: Some of the elements may be in preambular paragraphs. 

 1. General 

(a) Reconfirm that marine plastic litter and microplastics are an issue of serious global 

concern; 

(b)  Emphasize that work under the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary 

Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal can and will play an important role in addressing 

this problem; 

 2. Preventing and minimizing the generation of plastic wastes 

(a)  Recognize the relevance of the Cartagena Declaration on the Prevention, Minimization 

and Recovery of Hazardous Wastes and Other Wastes and the importance of the activities identified in 

the road map for action on its implementation (decision BC-12/2) in addressing plastic wastes, 

including challenges related to marine plastic litter;  

(b)  Emphasize the need to adopt a lifecycle approach and the importance of the waste 

management hierarchy;  

(c)  Encourage Governments, industry and consumers to make efforts to prevent and 

minimize the generation of plastic wastes (e.g., in relation to single-use plastics) and improve the 

environmentally sound management of plastic wastes, in particular in order to prevent plastics from 

entering the marine environment from land-based sources;  

(d)  Welcome the many initiatives that countries, industry, regional centres and civil 

society have taken in response to the challenge of marine plastic litter and microplastics, including 

regulatory action, financial and other incentives, extended producer responsibility, public awareness 

and voluntary action, and encourage further efforts; 

 3. Removing hazardous constituents from plastic wastes 

(a)  Note that plastics may contain potentially hazardous substances, including additives 

such as plasticizers and flame retardants, or may be contaminated by hazardous substances, and as 

such may pose a risk to human health and marine ecosystems as marine plastic litter and microplastics; 

(b) Welcome the work of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, to 

eliminate or control the production or use of persistent organic pollutants, that may reduce the risk 

associated with marine plastic litter and microplastics at the global level; 

(c) Welcome the work of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management, 

in particular in relation to nanomaterials and to chemicals in products, that may reduce the risk 

associated with marine plastic litter and microplastics at the global level; 

 4. Scope of the Basel Convention: definition of wastes covered 

Consider whether any additional constituents or characteristics should be added to Annex I or 

Annex III, respectively, to the Convention through the ongoing work by the expert working group on 

review of annexes; 

 5. Technical and policy guidance 

(a)  Decide to update the technical guidelines for the identification and environmentally 

sound management of plastic wastes and for their disposal adopted in 2002, inter alia to address the 

challenge of marine plastic litter and microplastics and establish a group for this purpose; invite Parties 

to indicate their interest in leading the group; and request the Secretariat to support the group; 

(b)  Invite Parties to provide information on their experiences in using the technical 

guidelines on plastic wastes; 

 6. Household Waste Partnership 

Request the Household Waste Partnership to coordinate closely with the new partnership on 

plastic wastes to be established; 
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 7. Capacity-building, regional centres and the clearing house mechanism22 

(a)  Note that the technical assistance plan for the implementation of the Basel Convention, 

the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals 

and Pesticides in International Trade and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 

provides opportunities for capacity-building by Parties;  

(b)  Welcome the extensive work that the regional centres of the Basel and Stockholm 

conventions have already done, and invite them to continue their activities;23 

(d)  Request the Secretariat to utilize the clearing house mechanism to gather information 

about regional and national initiatives, including those on marine plastic litter and microplastics, 

taking into account and in cooperation with other initiatives, and to make such information readily 

available; 

 8. Financial support24 

(a)  Welcome the voluntary contributions by Governments and the support that the Global 

Environment Facility and the United Nations Environment Programme Special Programme on 

institutional strengthening25 have provided;  

(b)  Encourage them, according to their mandates and the priorities that have been 

established, to continue to support, in particular, projects that will help to address the problem of 

plastic wastes, including marine plastic litter and microplastics;  

(c)  Encourage further voluntary contributions to support work on those issues; 

 9. Cooperation with other international organizations and initiatives26 

Welcome the engagement of the Secretariat with other international organizations and 

encourage the Secretariat to continue to work closely with such organizations; 

 10. Public awareness, education and information exchange 

Consider how the Parties to the Convention can most effectively make relevant technical, 

social and economic information and expertise available by building on existing work, taking into 

account the scope of the new partnership on plastic wastes, and the work of the United Nations 

Environment Programme and other agencies in order to achieve maximum impact and avoid 

duplication; 

 11. Data collection and progress assessment 

(a)  Consider what data should be gathered, and by whom, related to the generation, 

disposal of, and transboundary movement of plastic wastes in different waste streams; the 

environmental, economic and social impact of plastic wastes; and national policies and progress 

towards the environmentally sound management of plastic wastes;  

(b) Consider whether, how and when the Conference of the Parties should assess the 

effectiveness of the measures taken under the Convention to address plastic wastes contributing to 

marine plastic litter and microplastics. 

                                                           
22 To be considered under the agenda item on technical assistance of the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties to the Basel Convention.  
23 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/22/Add.1. 
24 To be considered under the agenda item on financial resources of the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties to the Basel Convention. 
25 Special Programme to support institutional strengthening at the national level for implementation of the Basel, 

Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, the Minamata Convention on Mercury and the Strategic Approach to 
International Chemicals Management. 
26 To be considered under the agenda item on international cooperation and coordination of the fourteenth meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention. 
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  OEWG-11/9: Electronic approaches to the notification and 

movement documents 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting consider 

requesting the Secretariat: 

(a) To prepare, within available resources, a report on experiences, at the national and 

international levels, in developing and implementing electronic systems for exchanging information on 

or controlling the movements of goods and wastes, and lessons learned from such experiences, for the 

consideration of the Open-ended Working Group at its twelfth meeting; 

(b) To organize, within available resources, consultative workshops involving experts 

from Parties and observers from the five regional groups of the United Nations to explore options for a 

Basel Convention system that would allow for the automation of processes and the electronic 

exchange of information relating to the notification and movement of hazardous and other wastes, 

their expected benefits and requirements and possible steps towards their implementation; 

(c) To report to the Open-ended Working Group at its twelfth meeting and the Conference 

of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting on the activities referred to in subparagraphs 1 (a) and 1 (b) 

above; 

2. Also recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting consider 

inviting Parties and others to provide to the Secretariat by 31 January 2020 information on their 

experiences in developing and implementing electronic systems for exchanging information on or 

controlling the movements of goods and wastes and on experts who could contribute to the 

consultative workshops referred to in subparagraph 1 (b) above.  

  OEWG-11/10: Waste containing nanomaterials 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Welcomes the report on issues related to waste containing nanomaterials and options 

for further work under the Basel Convention;27 

2. Invites Parties and others to submit to the Secretariat comments on the report referred 

to in paragraph 1 of the present decision, in particular on the options for further work under the Basel 

Convention,28 by 31 January 2019; 

3. Requests the Secretariat to prepare a compilation of the comments received in 

accordance with paragraph 2 of the present decision, and the discussions of the Open-ended Working 

Group at its eleventh meeting, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth 

meeting. 

  OEWG-11/11: Consultation with the Committee Administering 

the Mechanism for Promoting Implementation and Compliance of 

the Basel Convention 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Welcomes the work undertaken by the Committee Administering the Mechanism for 

Promoting Implementation and Compliance of the Basel Convention and the opportunity to be 

consulted in the context of the Committee’s finalization of guidance to improve the implementation of 

paragraph 11 of Article 6 of the Convention,29 the revised version of the Committee’s guidance on 

improving national reporting,30 the guide for the development of national legal frameworks to 

implement the Basel Convention31 and the guidance on the implementation of paragraph 4 of Article 6 

                                                           
27 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/24. 
28 Sect. VIII of document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/24. 
29 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/25. 
30 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/26. 
31 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/27. 
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of the Convention on transit transboundary movements,32 as well as the development of the draft work 

programme of the Committee for 2020–2021;33  

2. Invites the Committee to finalize the guidance contained in documents 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/25, UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/26 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/27 

by 31 October 2018, taking into account the outcome of its consultations with the Open-ended 

Working Group at its eleventh meeting, for consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of 

the Parties at its fourteenth meeting; 

3. Also invites the Committee to consider preparing a revised version of its draft work 

programme for 2020–2021, taking into account comments received during the eleventh meeting of the 

Open-ended Working Group, inviting further comments thereon from Parties and others, and 

finalizing its work programme for 2020–2021, taking into account any further comments received, for 

consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting; 

4. Further invites the Committee to consider preparing a revised version of the draft 

guidance on transit transboundary movements, taking into account comments received during the 

eleventh meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, inviting further comments thereon from Parties 

and others, and finalizing the guidance, taking into account any further comments received, for 

consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting. 

  OEWG-11/12: Providing further legal clarity 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Welcomes the work undertaken by the expert working group on the review of annexes 

I, III and IV and related aspects of Annex IX to the Basel Convention and takes note of the note by its 

co-chairs on the way forward;34 

2. Invites Parties and others to submit to the Secretariat, by 31 October 2018, comments 

on the possible way forward leading up to the fifteenth and sixteenth meetings of the Conference of 

the Parties, as presented in appendix II to the annex to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/30; 

3. Requests the Secretariat to publish comments received pursuant to paragraph 2 of the 

present decision on the website of the Basel Convention and to compile those comments for 

consideration by the expert working group; 

4. Requests the expert working group to continue its work on the review of annexes, in 

accordance with appendix I to the annex to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/30, working by 

electronic means and, subject to the availability of funding, through a face-to-face meeting, and to 

prepare recommendations for revisions to Annex IV and Annex IX (B1110) for consideration by the 

Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting;  

5. Requests the Secretariat to make available to Parties and observers, by 8 January 2019, 

the recommendations for revisions to Annex IV and Annex IX (B1110) referred to in paragraph 4 of 

the present decision; 

6. Invites Parties and others to submit to the Secretariat, by 15 March 2019, comments on 

the recommendations for revisions to Annex IV and Annex IX (B1110); 

7. Requests the Secretariat to publish comments received pursuant to paragraph 6 of the 

present decision on the website of the Basel Convention and to compile those comments for 

consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting; 

8. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting consider 

including the review of entry B1110 and the review of mirror entry A1180 in the terms of reference of 

the expert working group;  

9. Takes note of the comments submitted by Parties on whether to consider the review of 

Annexes II, VIII and IX to the Basel Convention;35 

10. Suggests that the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting consider extending 

the mandate of the expert working group to enable it to assess the implications of the review of 
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Annexes I, III and IV for other annexes of the Convention and for relevant decisions of the Conference 

of the Parties, inter alia, for the notification and movement documents and the reporting format, and to 

report on its findings to the Open-ended Working Group at its twelfth meeting. 

  OEWG-11/13: Basel Convention Partnership Programme 

The Open-ended Working Group, 

I 

Follow-up to the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment 

Recalling that decision BC-13/12 on the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment 

invited interested Basel Convention regional and coordinating centres to take the lead in the 

implementation of activities set out in the concept note on a follow-up partnership to the Partnership 

for Action on Computing Equipment36 and, on the basis of the work undertaken, to propose further 

development of the concept for a follow-up partnership to the Partnership for Action on Computing 

Equipment at the regional or international level, 

Acknowledging the progress made by regional and coordinating centres in the implementation 

of the work programme set out in the above-mentioned concept note, 

Welcoming the proposal by regional and coordinating centres to establish a follow-up 

partnership to the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment at the international level, 

1. Invites regional and coordinating centres to continue to implement the programme of 

work included in the concept note on a follow-up partnership to the Partnership for Action on 

Computing Equipment; 

2. Welcomes the establishment of an interim group on a follow-up partnership to the 

Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment, in the period between the eleventh meeting of the 

Open-ended Working Group and the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, led by the 

Basel Convention regional centres in South Africa, Argentina, Senegal and Slovakia; 

3. Invites Parties, signatories and all stakeholders, manufacturers, recyclers, refurbishers, 

academia, non-governmental organizations and intergovernmental organizations, including the former 

members of the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment, to engage in the work of the interim 

group; 

4. Takes note of the fact that the interim group on a follow-up partnership intends to 

develop recommendations for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting, 

including: 

(a) A concept note for a follow-up partnership; 

(b) Terms of reference for such a partnership;    

(c) A draft work plan for the biennium 2020–2021;  

5. Notes that the interim group on a follow-up partnership intends to: 

(a) Identify, encourage and, if possible, facilitate balanced and diverse participation by 

private-sector and other stakeholders in a follow-up partnership; 

(b) Explore mechanisms for providing sustainable and predictable financial support for a 

follow-up partnership; 

6. Requests the Secretariat, subject to the availability of resources, to facilitate the work 

of the interim group on a follow-up partnership, including through the provision of relevant 

information and data and the organization of consultations, preferably through electronic media; 

7. Requests the interim group on a follow-up partnership to report, through the 

Secretariat, on progress to the Conference at the Parties at its fourteenth meeting;  

8. Requests the Basel Convention regional and coordinating centres to report to the 

Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting, through the Secretariat, on progress in the 

implementation of the work programme included in the concept note referred to in the first preambular 

paragraph of the present decision; 
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II 

Household waste partnership 

9. Welcomes the progress made by the household waste partnership working group on 

developing an overall guidance document on the environmentally sound management of household 

waste;37 

10. Invites Parties and observers to provide comments on document 

UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/33 to the Secretariat by 30 November 2018; 

11. Requests the household waste partnership working group to consider revising the draft 

overall guidance document on the environmentally sound management of household waste, taking into 

account the comments received according to paragraph 10 above, for consideration by the Conference 

of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting;  

III 

Further developing partnerships 

12. Requests the Secretariat to: 

(a) Develop by 15 November 2018, subject to availability of resources and taking into 

account the experience of relevant United Nations bodies such as the Economic and Social Council, 

the United Nations Environment Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations and multilateral environmental agreements such as the Stockholm Convention on 

Persistent Organic Pollutants and the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure 

for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, a report evaluating past and 

ongoing partnerships, and setting out recommendations on opportunities to further develop 

partnerships under the Basel Convention and on opportunities for stakeholders that are observers to the 

Convention to contribute to the objectives of the Basel Convention through other means of 

programmatic cooperation, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth 

meeting; 

(b) Invite, by 15 January 2019, the views of Parties and observers on the report mentioned 

in paragraph 12 (a), for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting. 

  OEWG-11/14: Cooperation with the World Customs Organization 

on the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Recalls decision BC-10/10, by which the Conference of the Parties to the Basel 

Convention invited Parties to submit to the Secretariat lists of wastes covered under the Convention 

for consideration by the Harmonized System Committee of the World Customs Organization with a 

view to identifying such wastes in the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System, and 

the list of types of wastes submitted by Parties in response to that decision;38 

2. Takes note of the progress made by the Harmonized System Committee and its 

Harmonized System Review Subcommittee in considering the proposed amendments to the 

Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System with respect to the list of types of wastes 

submitted by Parties in response to decision BC-10/10, as described in the report on the status of work 

of the World Customs Organization on the Harmonized System related to the Basel Convention 

(UNEP/CHW.13/INF/19) and the report on the progress in the work of the World Customs 

Organization on the Harmonized System related to the Basel Convention 

(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.11/INF/34); 

3. Requests the Secretariat to revise, by 30 September 2018, the list of types of wastes 

submitted by Parties in response to decision BC-10/10, taking into account the progress referred to in 

paragraph 2 of the present decision; 

4. Invites Parties to inform the Secretariat by 31 October 2018 of the types of waste in the 

revised list referred to in paragraph 3 of the present decision for which it would be useful to request 
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the World Customs Organization to introduce codes in the Harmonized Commodity Description and 

Coding System, ranked in order of priority; 

5. Requests the Secretariat to submit the information on the types of wastes received 

pursuant to paragraph 4 of the present decision to the Conference of the Parties to the Basel 

Convention for consideration at its fourteenth meeting.  

  OEWG-11/15: Work programme of the Open-ended Working 

Group for 2020–2021 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1.  Takes note of the draft work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for  

2020–2021;39  

2.  Requests the Secretariat to prepare a revised draft, taking into account the decisions 

taken at the eleventh meeting of the Open-ended Working Group, for consideration and possible 

adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its fourteenth meeting. 
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