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  Introduction 
1. In the light of the ongoing coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, it was not possible to 
convene the twelfth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Basel Convention on the 
Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal in Geneva from 
22 to 25 June 2020, as had originally been planned. Instead, the Bureau of the Open-ended Working 
Group agreed that, as an exceptional measure owing to the pandemic, the meeting would be held in 
two segments, consisting of an online segment and a face-to-face segment.  

2. The online segment of the twelfth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group comprised two 
three-hour online sessions held over two days, on Tuesday, 1 September 2020 and on Thursday, 
3 September 2020.  

 I. Opening of the meeting 
3. The online segment of the twelfth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group was opened at 
2.15 p.m. (Geneva time (UTC+2)) on Tuesday, 1 September 2020 by Ms. Stina Andersson (Sweden), 
Co-Chair of the Working Group. Ms. Andersson, together with her Co-Chair, Ms. Gillian Guthrie 
(Jamaica), welcomed the participants to the online segment of the meeting. Expressing their regret that 
the meeting could not take place face to face and would therefore lack direct personal interaction, and 
their confidence that the online segment would nonetheless provide a good platform to further the 
work under the Basel Convention, they invited participants to create a positive spirit of cooperation in 
order to deliver the best possible meeting outcomes.  

4. Mr. Rolph Payet, Executive Secretary of the Basel Convention, the Rotterdam Convention on 
the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International 
Trade and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, delivered opening remarks. 
Welcoming participants, he said that significant planning and extensive discussions in the Bureau and 
among Parties and regions had been undertaken to successfully convene the current meeting against 

 
1 It was agreed that the report of the Open-ended Working Group on the work of its twelfth meeting would be 
prepared in two parts: the first part being the current report, covering the proceedings of the online segment of the 
meeting held from 1 to 3 September 2020, and a second part covering the face-to-face segment, which was 
tentatively scheduled to be held in March 2021. The second part of the report would be prepared as an addendum 
to the present report. 
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the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic, which had blighted plans to hold the usual face-to-face 
meeting in Geneva in June 2020. As a follow-up to the current online segment, a face-to-face segment 
was scheduled to be held in Nairobi in March 2021, back to back with the fifth session of the 
United Nations Environment Assembly. Thanking all those who had helped in finding solutions to 
enable work under the Basel Convention to move forward, Mr. Payet stressed that a thorough risk 
assessment, taking into account the health and safety of all participants, had become part of the 
organization of face-to-face meetings under the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions. 

5. Turning to the topics at hand, Mr. Payet observed that the response to COVID-19 had 
exacerbated rather than improved the problem of plastic waste, with many countries reporting 
increasing amounts of medical wastes, including used face masks and gloves. It was, nevertheless, 
important to maintain the commitment to rid the planet of plastic wastes, which posed a serious threat 
to human health and the environment. He applauded countries that were tackling the challenge of 
single-use plastics and urged responsible behaviour by producers, traders and consumers, calling on all 
Parties to the Convention to strengthen their efforts to reduce reliance on single-use plastics and 
prevent them from being dumped.  

6. Participants would hear briefings on all aspects of the work programme of the Open-ended 
Working Group for the period 2020–2021 during the online segment of the meeting, and would be 
asked to provide feedback that would enable work to advance ahead of the fifteenth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention. Mr. Payet thanked the donors that had made it 
possible to hold the meeting under such extraordinary circumstances, namely Denmark, Finland, 
Germany, Norway and Switzerland, while noting that further contributions would be needed to fully 
implement the face-to-face segment in 2021.  

7. Following Mr. Payet’s remarks, representatives speaking on behalf of groups of countries 
made general statements on the issues to be discussed during the meeting. 

 II. Organizational matters 

 A. Adoption of the agenda 

8. The Open-ended Working Group adopted the following agenda for its twelfth meeting on the 
basis of the provisional agenda (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/1): 

1. Opening of the meeting. 

2. Organizational matters:  

(a) Adoption of the agenda;  

(b) Organization of work.  

3. Matters related to the work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for the 
biennium 2020–2021:  

(a) Strategic issues: 

(i) Strategic framework; 

(ii) Development of guidelines for environmentally sound management; 

(b) Scientific and technical matters: 

(i) Technical guidelines:  

a. Technical guidelines on the environmentally sound 
management of wastes consisting of, containing or 
contaminated with persistent organic pollutants;  

b. Technical guidelines on incineration on land and on specially 
engineered landfill; 

c. Technical guidelines for the identification and environmentally 
sound management of plastic wastes and for their disposal; 

d. Technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electrical 
and electronic waste and used electrical and electronic 
equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between 
waste and non-waste under the Basel Convention; 
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e. Technical guidelines on the environmentally sound 
management of wastes consisting of, containing or 
contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds; 

f. Consideration of whether to update the technical guidelines on 
the physico-chemical treatment and the biological treatment of 
hazardous waste; 

g. Consideration of whether to update the technical guidelines for 
the environmentally sound management of waste lead-acid 
batteries; 

(ii) National reporting; 

(iii) Electronic approaches to the notification and movement documents;  

(iv) Plastic waste;  

(v) Waste containing nanomaterials;  

(c) Legal, governance and enforcement matters: 

(i) Consultation with the Committee Administering the Mechanism for 
Promoting Implementation and Compliance;  

(ii) Providing further legal clarity; 

(iii) National legislation, notifications, enforcement of the Convention and 
efforts to combat illegal traffic; 

(d) International cooperation and coordination: 

(i) Basel Convention Partnership Programme; 

(ii) Cooperation with the World Customs Organization on the Harmonized 
Commodity Description and Coding System. 

4. Work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for the biennium 2022–2023.  

5. Adoption of the report.  

6. Closure of the meeting. 

 B. Attendance 

9. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following Parties to the Convention: 
Albania, Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, 
Cabo Verde, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Czechia, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Estonia, Eswatini, European Union, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Guatemala,  
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Israel, 
Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of ), Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint 
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Singapore, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, State of Palestine, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, 
Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

10. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following non-Party State: United States of 
America.  

11. The following United Nations specialized agencies and other bodies were also represented as 
observers: Minamata Convention on Mercury, South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme 
(SACEP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO), United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR). 
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12. The meeting was also attended by representatives of the following Basel Convention regional 
and coordinating centres: Basel Convention Coordinating Centre for Training and Technology 
Transfer for Latin America and the Caribbean Region (BCCC-Uruguay)/Stockholm Convention 
Regional Centre for Capacity-Building and the Transfer of Technology (SCRC-Uruguay), Basel 
Convention Coordinating Centre for Training and Technology Transfer for the African Region 
(BCCC-Africa), Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and Technology Transfer  
(BCRC-Russian Federation), Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and Technology Transfer 
for Asia and the Pacific (BCRC-China)/Stockholm Convention Regional Centre for Capacity-Building 
and the Transfer of Technology (SCRC-China), Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and 
Technology Transfer for Central Europe (BCRC-Slovakia), Basel Convention Regional Centre for 
Training and Technology Transfer for French-speaking Countries in Africa  
(BCRC-Senegal)/Stockholm Convention Regional Centre for Capacity-Building and the Transfer of 
Technology (SCRC-Senegal), Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and Technology 
Transfer for South-East Asia (BCRC-SEA)/Stockholm Convention Regional Centre for  
Capacity-Building and the Transfer of Technology (SCRC-Indonesia), Basel Convention Regional 
Centre for Training and Technology Transfer for the Caribbean Region (BCRC-Caribbean), 
Basel Convention Regional Centre for Training and Technology Transfer for the English-Speaking 
African countries (BCRC-South Africa)/Stockholm Convention Regional Centre for  
Capacity-Building and the Transfer of Technology (SCRC-South Africa).  

13. A number of non-governmental organizations were represented as observers. Observers from 
business and industry and academia were also represented. The names of those observers are included 
in the list of participants (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/35). 

 C. Officers 

14. The following members of the Bureau of the Open-ended Working Group elected by the 
Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention at its fourteenth meeting served during the twelfth 
meeting of the Working Group: 

Co-Chairs:  Ms. Stina Andersson (Sweden) (technical) 

 Ms. Gillian Guthrie (Jamaica) (legal)  

Vice-Chairs: Mr. Zaigham Abbas (Pakistan) (technical)  

 Ms. Kristine Vardanashvili (Georgia) (legal) 

Rapporteur: Ms. Hlobsile Sikhosana (Eswatini) 

 D. Organization of work 

15. The representative of the Secretariat drew attention to the annotations to the provisional 
agenda (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/1/Add.1/Rev.1), the scenario note 
(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/1/Rev.1) and the tentative schedule for the meeting 
(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/2/Rev.1), which had been endorsed by the Bureau of the Open-ended 
Working Group. The three documents focused on the organization of the online segment and would 
later be revised to clearly describe how the Working Group would approach its work during the 
face-to-face segment.  

16. The representative of the Secretariat also drew attention to the meeting documents, which had 
initially been prepared for the meeting planned to be held from 22 to 25 June 2020. Given the limited 
time available between the Bureau’s decision to postpone the meeting and the online segment, as well 
as budgetary constraints, most of the meeting documents had not been reissued. Instead, the 
adjustments outlined in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/33 should be applied. Written 
submissions made by Parties and observers during the online segment would be set out in an 
information document to be issued after the online segment (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/34).  

17. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to conduct the meeting in accordance with the 
tentative schedule and to follow the approach outlined in the scenario note. 
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 III. Matters related to the work programme of the Open-ended 
Working Group for the biennium 2020–2021 

 A. Strategic issues 

 1. Strategic framework 

18. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the sub-item, outlining the information set out 
in the note by the Secretariat on the strategic framework (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/2). In particular, she 
recalled that, in its decision BC-14/1, the Conference of the Parties had requested the Secretariat to 
prepare a draft report on the final evaluation of the strategic framework, in consultation with the small 
intersessional working group, for consideration by the Open-ended Working Group. The draft report 
was set out in the annex to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/4.   

19. Mr. Zaghloul Samhan (State of Palestine), chair of the small intersessional working group, 
reported on the group’s work. The group had held an online meeting from 20 to 22 April 2020 to 
review each chapter of the draft report prepared by the Secretariat on the basis of various information 
sources, including an online survey of Parties. Preparing the report against the agreed indicators had 
been challenging, mainly owing to the recurrent problem of lack of data, including the limited number 
of responses to the survey questionnaire. The data for the baseline year, 2011, had been compared to 
the data for 2019, or the most recent data available, and analysed for each objective, with the report 
presenting the main findings, conclusions and recommendations. The small intersessional working 
group considered that the report provided a thorough analysis of whether the strategic goals and 
objectives had been met over the lifetime of the strategic framework. He thanked the Government of 
Norway for its financial support to the work.   

20. In the ensuing discussion, one representative drew attention to a recommendation in the report 
relating to a review of Parties’ legislative implementation by the Committee Administering the 
Mechanism for Promoting Implementation and Compliance. Noting that such a task was beyond that 
Committee’s mandate and failed to take into account work already undertaken by the Committee in 
relation to national legislative frameworks, she asked that the recommendation be reviewed in order to 
better align it with the Committee’s mandate and work.  

21. A number of representatives, including one speaking on behalf of a group of countries, asked 
that the proposed deadline of 15 September 2020 for the submission of Parties’ comments on the draft 
report be extended by at least one week. One representative suggested that the survey questionnaire 
might be resent to Parties in order to obtain more responses. 

22. The representative of the Secretariat explained that the timeline for the survey had been set by 
the Conference of the Parties. Furthermore, launching another round of the questionnaire would take a 
considerable amount of time, presenting difficulties for the small intersessional working group, which 
was still aiming to hold another online meeting in 2020 and finalize the report in time for 
consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. Consequently, it would not be 
possible to resend the questionnaire. 

23. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and observers to submit comments to 
the Secretariat on the draft evaluation report (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/4, annex) by 30 September 
2020 and to invite the small intersessional working group on the strategic framework to take the 
comments received into account in revising its draft report for submission to the Conference of the 
Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 

 2. Development of guidelines for environmentally sound management 

24. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the sub-item, outlining the information 
contained in the note by the Secretariat on the development of guidelines for environmentally sound 
management (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/3). In particular, she recalled that, in its decision BC-14/3, the 
Conference of the Parties had welcomed the revised draft practical manual for stakeholders to ensure 
that notifications of transboundary movements met environmentally sound management requirements, 
invited Parties and others to submit comments on it to the Secretariat by 30 June 2019, and requested 
the Secretariat to prepare a further revised version of the draft practical manual and to submit it for 
consideration by the Open-ended Working Group at the current meeting. The further revised version 
was set out in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/5.  
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25. One representative noted that waste sometimes arrived without notification from the exporting 
country, making it difficult to ensure that transboundary movements met environmentally sound 
management standards under the prior informed consent (PIC) procedure. He requested clarification 
regarding who would conduct the independent audit of the disposal facility proposed in the draft 
practical manual as an additional possibility to ensure the environmentally sound management of 
wastes. The Co-Chair asked the Secretariat to provide the requested clarification bilaterally.  

26. One representative expressed appreciation for the initiative to further develop the revised draft 
practical manual for stakeholders to ensure that notifications of transboundary movements met 
environmentally sound management requirements, underscoring the importance of its practicality. 

27. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and others to submit comments on 
the revised draft practical manual set out in the annex to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/5 to 
the Secretariat by 30 October 2020 and to request the Secretariat to take the comments received into 
account in revising the manual for submission to the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 

 B. Scientific and technical matters 

 1. Technical guidelines 

 (a) Technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, 
containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants  

28. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, said that, pursuant to decision 
BC-14/4, the Secretariat had worked with the small intersessional working group on persistent organic 
pollutant wastes to update three sets of technical guidelines on persistent organic pollutants wastes, 
which were set out in the annexes to documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/7, 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/8 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/9, respectively. Pursuant to decision 
BC-14/4, the Secretariat had also collected and compiled comments from Parties and observers on the 
low persistent organic pollutant content values included in the updated guidelines set out in document 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/7. The comments were set out in document 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/6.  

29. Mr. Michael Ernst (Germany), a member of the small intersessional working group, provided a 
report on the work of the group. Since the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Basel Convention, the group had held four teleconferences, one of which was designed to serve as a 
means to exchange information on low persistent organic pollutant content values. The group had 
assisted the Secretariat, and consultants engaged by the Secretariat, in revising the three sets of 
guidelines on the basis of comments received from Parties and observers, and it planned to hold an 
online meeting later in 2020 in order to finalize the three sets of guidelines for consideration by the 
Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. The group also planned to discuss further the issue 
of low persistent organic pollutant content values over the following months, and it was expected that 
certain group members would share with the group the results of studies on that issue in the coming 
months.  

30. In the ensuing discussion, one representative requested that the proposed deadline for the 
submission of comments on the updated guidelines be extended to 21 September 2020.  

31. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and observers to submit to the 
Secretariat, by 21 September 2020, comments on the guidelines set out in the annexes to documents 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/7, UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/8 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/9, 
and to request the Secretariat, in consultation with the small intersessional working group, to take into 
account the comments received when revising the guidelines for submission to the Conference of the 
Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 

 (b) Technical guidelines on incineration on land and on specially engineered landfill 

32. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, drew attention to the draft 
updated technical guidelines on incineration on land (D10), including incineration as covered by 
disposal operation R1 (“use as a fuel (other than in direct incineration) or other means to generate 
energy”), and the draft updated technical guidelines on specially engineered landfill (D5), set out in 
the annexes to documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/11 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/12, 
respectively. Pursuant to decision BC-14/6, both sets of guidelines had been updated by the co-lead 
countries, in consultation with the small intersessional working group on specially engineered landfill 
and incineration on land, in the light of comments received from Parties and others. Canada and Japan 
had co-led the work to update the D10 technical guidelines, while Argentina and Canada had co-led 
the work to update the D5 technical guidelines.  
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33. Ms. Julie Croteau (Canada), on behalf of the small intersessional working group and the 
co-lead countries, provided a report on the work of the group since the fourteenth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties. The group had held two teleconferences to review the two sets of guidelines 
in the light of comments provided by Parties and observers, and was planning to hold a third 
teleconference in September 2020, and was planning to hold an online meeting later in 2020 in order 
to finalize the two documents for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth 
meeting. 

34. In the ensuing discussion, one representative requested that the proposed deadline to submit 
comments on the updated guidelines be extended to 21 September 2020. Another representative, 
speaking on behalf of a group of countries, expressed concerns for the proposed change to the 
deadline, as this would delay the workplan of the group.  

35. Following explanations from the Secretariat and Ms. Croteau on the need for comments to be 
submitted as soon as possible in order to enable the co-lead countries, in consultation with the small 
intersessional working group to complete the work on time, the Open-ended Working Group agreed to 
invite Parties and observers to submit to the Secretariat, by 15 September 2020, comments on the two 
sets of updated technical guidelines set out in the annexes to documents 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/11 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/12, respectively, and to request the 
co-lead countries, in consultation with the small intersessional working group, to take into account the 
comments received when revising the guidelines for submission to the Conference of the Parties at its 
fifteenth meeting. The Group also agreed to allow a small number of Parties that had highlighted 
difficulties in meeting the above-mentioned deadline to submit their comments by 21 September 2020.  

 (c) Technical guidelines for the identification and environmentally sound management of plastic 
wastes and for their disposal 

36. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, said that, in accordance with 
section V of decision BC-14/13, a small intersessional working group tasked with updating the 
technical guidelines for the identification and environmentally sound management of plastic wastes 
and for their disposal had been established. The guidelines had subsequently been updated by the 
group, with the support of the consultants engaged, and with China, Japan and the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland acting as co-lead countries in the process. The updated guidelines 
were set out in the annex to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/14.  

37. Speaking on behalf of Mr. Patrick McKell (United Kingdom), who was unable to deliver his 
statement due to technical difficulties, the representative of the Secretariat presented the work of the 
small intersessional working group since the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The 
group had held four teleconferences and had produced, with the help of a consultant and thanks to the 
generous financial support provided by Germany and Norway, two successive revised versions of the 
guidelines, each reflecting one round of comments received from Parties and observers. The group 
planned to hold an online meeting in order to finalize the guidelines for submission to the Conference 
of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting.  

38. In the ensuing discussion, one representative said that while the last version of the guidelines 
represented a considerable improvement on the previous draft, they remained focused on waste 
management, or downstream measures, when they should address upstream measures and provide 
guidance on the full value chain of plastics, in line with section II of decision BC-14/13, in which the 
Parties and others had been called upon to prevent and minimize the generation of plastic waste, 
including through increasing the durability, reusability and recyclability of plastic products and 
furthering the repair, refurbishment and remanufacturing of plastic products, where technically and 
economically feasible. He suggested that the guidelines should include a dedicated and substantive 
section on waste prevention, which was of the highest priority, and address the issue of marine litter 
and microplastics under waste management. It was also important to ensure that the guidelines and 
work under the Basel Convention Partnership on Plastic Waste were mutually supportive, and that the 
guidelines could serve as a reference point for other processes seeking to reduce the environmental 
impacts of plastic waste. 

39. Another representative expressed his full support for the guidelines, which, he said, would 
strengthen plastic waste management. 

40. Following the discussion, the Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and 
observers to submit to the Secretariat, by 15 September 2020, comments on the updated technical 
guidelines set out in the annex to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/14, and to request the 
co-lead countries, in consultation with the small intersessional working group, to take into account the 
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comments received when revising the document for submission to the Conference of the Parties at its 
fifteenth meeting. 

 (d) Technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electrical and electronic waste and 
used electrical and electronic equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between 
waste and non-waste under the Basel Convention 

41. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat recalled that, by its decision  
BC-14/5, the Conference of the Parties had adopted, on an interim basis, the technical guidelines on 
transboundary movements of electrical and electric waste and used electrical and electronic 
equipment, in particular regarding the distinction between waste and non-waste under the Basel 
Convention (UNEP/CHW.14/7/Add.6/Rev.1), and extended the mandate of the expert working group 
that had developed the guidelines to undertake further work on the document, taking into account 
comments from Parties and others on the use and testing of the guidelines. In accordance with decision 
BC-14/5, the Secretariat had compiled and made available on its website the comments received to 
date.  

42. Mr. Joost Meijer (Chile), co-chair of the expert working group, provided a report on the work 
of the group since the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The group had held two 
teleconferences. During one of those teleconferences, held in October 2019, the group had invited 
group members and observers to provide information and suggestions on paragraph 32 (a) and (b) of 
the technical guidelines (UNEP/CHW.14/7/Add.6/Rev.1). A number of general and specific comments 
had been received, and the group expected to collect additional comments from within the group by 
the end of September 2020, after which it would discuss the way forward. The group had also 
discussed the importance of obtaining results from the use and testing of the guidelines, including by 
customs and other inspection authorities, to better understand what was and what was not working 
well in relation to the current version of the guidelines. With regard to pilot testing the guidelines, the 
group had identified the follow-up partnership to the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment 
as one platform through which pilot tests could be undertaken, provided that the terms of reference of 
the partnership were expanded. The group planned to hold a third teleconference early in October 
2020. 

43. In the ensuing discussion, representatives thanked the expert group and the Secretariat for their 
work on the guidelines and said that they stood ready to contribute to such work. One representative 
encouraged Parties to submit comments on their experiences with testing and using the guidelines set 
out in document UNEP/CHW/14/7/Add.6/Rev.1, stressing that he had supported their adoption on an 
interim basis but was aware of the challenges associated with the distinction between waste and 
non-waste. That distinction, he suggested, was key to designing effective measures to enhance the 
environmentally sound management of electrical and electronic waste. 

44. Following the discussion, the Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and others 
to submit to the Secretariat, by 30 October 2020, comments on the use and testing of the technical 
guidelines set out in the annex to document UNEP/CHW.14/7/Add.6/Rev.1, as well as the results of 
such use and testing, and to request the expert working group to take the comments received into 
account when preparing revised draft technical guidelines for submission to the Conference of the 
Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 

 (e) Technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, 
containing or contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds 

45. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat drew attention to the draft 
updated technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of mercury wastes, set out in 
the annex to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/13. The guidelines had been prepared by a small 
intersessional working group, with Japan serving as the lead country, pursuant to decision BC-14/8.  

46. Mr. Tadashi Teranishi (Japan), on behalf of the lead country and the small intersessional 
working group, provided a report on the work of the group since the fourteenth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties. The group had held three teleconferences to discuss its workplan and 
revisions to the technical guidelines, and had produced the draft updated technical guidelines under 
consideration taking into account decision MC-3/5, on mercury waste thresholds, adopted by the 
Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention on Mercury at its third meeting. The small 
intersessional working group planned to hold an online meeting to further revise the guidelines, taking 
into account the comments submitted by Parties and observers, for consideration by the Conference of 
the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 
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47. In the ensuing discussion, one representative emphasized the importance of continued 
collaboration between the experts and the secretariats of the Basel and Minamata conventions in the 
finalization of the guidelines, including with regard to the reference table in paragraph 33 and section 
D (sampling, analysis and monitoring). He further conveyed his expectation that the guidelines might 
need further updating should the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention adopt another 
decision on mercury waste thresholds. Another representative requested that the deadline for the 
submission of comments on the guidelines be extended to 21 September 2020. 

48. The representative of the secretariat of the Minamata Convention said that the guidelines 
presented an opportunity to further strengthen collaboration between the Minamata and Basel 
conventions, especially with regard to mercury waste, and she welcomed further collaboration 
between the experts and the secretariats of the two conventions. 

49. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and observers to submit to the 
Secretariat, by 15 September 2020, comments on the updated technical guidelines set out in the annex 
to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/13, and to request the lead country, in consultation with the 
small intersessional working group, to take the comments received into account when revising the 
document for submission to the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. The Open-ended 
Working Group also agreed to allow a small number of Parties that had highlighted difficulties in 
meeting the above-mentioned deadline to submit their comments by 21 September 2020.  

 (f) Consideration of whether to update the technical guidelines on the physico-chemical 
treatment and the biological treatment of hazardous waste 

50. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, recalled that, by its decision 
BC-14/20, the Conference of the Parties had decided to include in the work programme of the  
Open-ended Working Group for the biennium 2020–2021 consideration of whether the technical 
guidelines on the physico-chemical treatment (D9) and biological treatment (D8) of hazardous waste 
should be updated.  

51. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and observers to submit to the 
Secretariat, by 30 November 2020, comments on whether the technical guidelines on the  
physico-chemical treatment (D9) and biological treatment (D8) of hazardous waste should be updated. 

 (g) Consideration of whether to update the technical guidelines for the environmentally sound 
management of waste lead-acid batteries 

52. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, recalled that, by its decision 
BC-14/20, the Conference of the Parties had decided to include in the work programme of the  
Open-ended Working Group for the biennium 2020–2021 consideration of whether the technical 
guidelines for the environmentally sound management of waste lead-acid batteries (UNEP/CHW.6/22, 
annex) should be updated.  

53. In the ensuing discussion, a number of representatives expressed their support for updating the 
technical guidelines, which, they said, were outdated. One representative suggested that the updated 
guidelines should include guidance on monitoring the blood lead levels of workers in the lead-acid 
battery recycling industry, and on the occupational health and safety of workers in informal smelters 
of lead-acid batteries. Another representative said that her country had a well-established lead-acid 
battery manufacturing sector, which complied with strict occupational health and environmental 
requirements, and would submit comments to the Secretariat to contribute to the revision of the 
guidelines. 

54. The representative of UNEP drew attention to United Nations Environment Assembly 
resolution 3/9, on eliminating exposure to lead paint and promoting environmentally sound 
management of waste lead-acid batteries, in which the Environment Assembly had invited the 
Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention to consider revising the guidelines under discussion 
(UNEP/CHW.6/22, annex) with regard to the application of new technologies. She also drew attention 
to a 2019 report of the International Lead and Zinc Study Group, World Lead Factbook 2019, which 
showed that 86 per cent of the global consumption of lead was in lead-acid batteries, and that the use 
of lead in solar and wind energy storage was increasing.  

55. Following the discussion, the Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and 
observers to submit to the Secretariat, by 30 November 2020, comments on whether the technical 
guidelines for the environmentally sound management of waste lead-acid batteries (UNEP/CHW.6/22, 
annex) should be updated. 
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 2. National reporting 

56. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, said that, pursuant to paragraph 
6 (e) of decision BC-14/10, the Secretariat had prepared three draft practical guidance documents on 
the development of inventories for three priority waste streams, namely, plastic waste, obsolete 
pesticides and pesticide-container waste, and waste batteries containing lithium. The three documents, 
which had been produced thanks to financial support provided by the Governments of Norway and 
Switzerland, were set out in the annexes to documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/15, 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/16 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/17, respectively.  

57. In the ensuing discussion, several representatives described challenges they had faced in 
producing or submitting their national reports to the Secretariat. One representative said that she had 
experienced difficulties filling out the report due to differences between the codes for waste requested 
in the reporting format and those used in national directives. Another representative said he had 
repeatedly faced technical challenges when trying to submit electronic reports and queried whether the 
Parties could submit paper reports in combination with electronic submissions. A third representative 
said that his country had received and would continue to seek support from partners to overcome 
challenges associated with meeting national reporting obligations.  

58. Drawing attention to the draft guidance set out in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/16, 
one representative suggested that the issue of obsolete pesticides also fell under the scope of the 
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants and the guidance should focus on 
pesticide-container waste. 

59. The representative of the Secretariat said that she had taken note of the issues raised by 
representatives and would contact each of them directly after the current meeting in order to learn 
more about, and respond to, their concerns. 

60. Following the discussion, the Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and 
observers to submit to the Secretariat, by 15 September 2020, comments on the draft guidance 
documents set out in the annexes to documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/15, 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/16 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/17, and to request the Secretariat to 
take into account the comments received in revising the three documents for submission to the 
Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 

 3. Electronic approaches to the notification and movement documents  

61. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, recalled that, pursuant to 
decision BC-14/11, the Secretariat had prepared a report on experiences, at the national and 
international levels, in developing and implementing electronic systems for exchanging information on 
or controlling the movements of goods and wastes, and lessons learned from such experiences 
(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/18, annex). Following the current meeting, the Secretariat planned to 
organize at least one consultative workshop, with experts from Parties and observers, to assess options 
for advancing the work on electronic approaches to the notification and movement documents under 
the Convention.  

62. In the ensuing discussion, several representatives thanked the Secretariat for the work 
conducted to date. One representative said that efforts towards building a unified system for the 
control of transboundary movements of waste should continue and suggested that a group of experts 
could help the Parties to develop a joint initiative to ensure that all Parties, regardless of their 
technological, economic or administrative capacities, had access to technological tools to control 
transboundary waste movements. 

63. Several representatives shared their experiences in managing transboundary movements of 
waste. One representative said that countries afflicted by conflict often had difficulties controlling the 
import of hazardous waste into their territories. Another representative said that very delayed 
responses from transit and importing countries had made it difficult for her country to export waste 
destined for environmentally-sound processing or treatment, leading to an accumulation of waste in 
the country. A number of representatives shared their experiences of establishing or improving 
national or regional electronic notification systems. 

64. Following the discussion, the Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite the Parties and 
others to submit to the Secretariat, by 30 November 2020, comments on the report set out in the annex 
to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/18, and to request the Secretariat to take into account the 
comments received when revising the report for submission to the Conference of the Parties at its 
fifteenth meeting. 
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 4. Plastic waste  

65. The representative of the Secretariat, introducing the sub-item, recalled that by its decision 
BC-14/12, the Conference of the Parties had amended Annexes II, VIII and IX to the Convention, 
creating several new entries related to plastic waste. The amendments would become effective for all 
Parties as of 1 January 2021, except for those Parties that, before 24 March 2020, had notified the 
Depository in writing that they were unable to accept them. By its decision BC-14/13, the Conference 
of the Parties had decided to take further actions to address plastic waste under the Basel Convention, 
and to include in the work programme of the Open-ended Working Group the consideration of a 
possible future assessment of the effectiveness of the measures taken under the Convention to address 
plastic waste, and possible further activities that could be conducted under the Convention. 
Accordingly, the Secretariat had prepared a document with background information related to a 
possible future assessment and possible further activities, and with draft elements on a possible 
assessment and further activities, which were set out, respectively, in annexes I and II to document 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/20.  

66. In the ensuing discussion, several representatives thanked the Secretariat for preparing 
document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/20 and expressed support for the further activities proposed 
therein. One representative also expressed appreciation to the Secretariat for the provision of technical 
assistance to Parties in their efforts to address plastic waste issues, and to the European Union and the 
Governments of France, Japan, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland, whose contributions had made such 
assistance possible. Another representative said that developing countries and, in particular, small 
island developing States, would require technical and financial assistance from the Secretariat to 
implement national bans on certain plastic products and other measures to tackle plastic waste 
pollution. 

67. With regard to further activities, one representative, supported by another, said that the Basel 
Convention held great potential to deliver on the international plastics agenda and called for an 
ambitious approach focused on the effective implementation of the amendments set out in decision 
BC-14/12; a stronger emphasis on plastic waste prevention, both in the technical guidelines on plastic 
waste (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/14) and in the context of the Partnership on Plastic Wastes; 
ensuring that the guidelines were regularly updated to capture the progress achieved; and combating 
the illegal trade in plastic waste, including electrical and electronic waste consisting of plastics. 
Another representative urged greater emphasis, including in the technical guidelines on plastic waste 
(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/14), on the issue of marine plastic litter and microplastics. 

68. On the possible assessment of the effectiveness of the measures taken under the Convention to 
address plastic waste, one representative said that such an assessment was premature. Instead, he 
proposed that an analysis be conducted on how to make more effective use of the full range of 
Convention activities and initiatives that were relevant to plastic waste, stressing that there was a need 
to overcome fragmentation in order to lay the foundation for more concerted action on plastic waste 
under the Convention.   

69. Another representative said that, given that there was still no effective control of 
transboundary movements of large quantities of plastic waste and that many developing countries 
currently lacked the capacity to collect and manage plastic waste in an environmentally sound manner, 
priority should be given to compiling and updating guidance and feasible measures that developing 
country Parties could implement. He further suggested that the proposed assessment should be carried 
out within the framework of Convention activities to enhance the environmentally sound management 
of waste. 

70. The representative of UNEP invited the Open-ended Working Group to review the information 
contained in the note by the Secretariat on the meetings of the ad hoc open-ended expert group on 
marine litter and microplastics and resolutions of the United Nations Environment Assembly related to 
marine plastic litter and microplastics (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/21/Rev.1), highlighting some of 
the UNEP activities described in the document.  

71. Following the discussion, the Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and 
observers to submit to the Secretariat, by 30 September 2020, comments on the information set out in 
annexes I and II to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/20, and to request the Secretariat to take 
into account the comments received when revising the products contained in the annexes to the 
abovementioned document for submission to the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 
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 5. Waste containing nanomaterials  

72. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat recalled that, in its decision  
BC-14/14, the Conference of the Parties had invited the Parties and others to submit to the Secretariat 
information related to activities aimed at addressing issues related to waste containing nanomaterials, 
including case studies about and best practices relating to the management of such waste, and 
requested the Secretariat to compile the information received. Accordingly, the Secretariat had 
compiled the information received in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/22.  

73. In the ensuing discussion, one representative expressed concern about the continued paucity of 
information regarding the environmental and health effects of nanomaterials, which made it difficult 
for countries to deal with the expanding nanomaterials sector. He emphasized the importance of 
continuing to exchange information, including on case studies and best practices, among the Parties 
and others. It was also important to build synergies with the Strategic Approach to International 
Chemicals Management, under which nanomaterials were an emerging issue.  

74. Another representative said that many countries currently lacked the technologies to detect 
nanomaterials in waste or products, and support should be provided to such countries to address that 
gap.  

75. The representative of UNITAR drew attention to the work of UNITAR and its contribution to 
document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/22, including on case studies and best practices related to 
waste nanomaterials. 

76. Following the discussion, the Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite the Parties and 
others to submit to the Secretariat, by 30 November 2020, further information about activities aimed at 
addressing issues related to waste containing nanomaterials, including case studies about, and best 
practices pertaining to, the management of such waste. 

 C. Legal, governance and enforcement matters 

 1. Consultation with the Committee Administering the Mechanism for Promoting 
Implementation and Compliance  

77. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat summarized the information 
contained in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/9. She recalled, in particular, that in decision  
BC-14/15, the Conference of the Parties had approved the work programme of the Committee 
Administering the Mechanism for Promoting Implementation and Compliance of the Basel 
Convention for the biennium 2020–2021, which, among other things, mandated the Committee to 
update the guidance on the implementation of paragraph 4 of Article 6 of the Convention, on transit 
transboundary movements. In the same decision, the Conference of the Parties had also mandated the 
Committee to update the guidance to improve the implementation of paragraph 11 of Article 6 of the 
Convention, on insurance, bond and guarantee. The two guidance documents were set out in the 
annexes to documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/23 and INF/24, respectively.  

78. Mr. Florisvindo Jaimilito Rodrigues Furtado (Cabo Verde), Chair of the Committee, provided 
a brief report on the Committee’s work on the two guidance documents. Pursuant to decision  
BC-14/15, the current drafts had been prepared taking into account comments received from Parties 
prior to and since the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties and, in the case of the 
guidance on transboundary movements, information received from the World Customs Organization 
and the United Nations Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea. The Committee had held 
initial sessions of its fourteenth meeting online from 29 June to 3 July 2020 and planned to resume its 
meeting by means of online sessions from 21 to 25 September 2020 in order to finalize both guidance 
documents in the light of the consultations with the Open-ended Working Group. 

79. During the discussion on the matter, one representative reported that her country had 
experienced difficulties in getting transporting countries to cooperate in the repatriation of cargo 
abandoned in transit countries during the transboundary movement of hazardous waste, and asked that 
the issue be taken into consideration under Article 9 of the Convention, on illegal traffic. Another 
representative underscored the need to clearly set out the Parties’ obligations with respect to the 
transport of hazardous waste and ensure that they were complied with.  

80. One representative asked that the proposed deadline of 15 September 2020 for submission of 
Parties’ comments on the draft guidance be extended by at least one week.  
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81. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and observers to submit comments 
on the revised guidance set out in the annexes to documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/23 and 
INF/24 to the Secretariat by 15 September 2020, and to invite the Committee to take the comments 
received into account in revising the documents for submission to the Conference of the Parties at its 
fifteenth meeting. The Group also agreed to allow the few Parties that might have difficulties in 
meeting the above-mentioned deadline to submit their written comments by 21 September 2020, 
bearing in mind that the Committee was to meet from 21 to 25 September 2020 to finalize both 
guidance documents.   

 2. Providing further legal clarity 

82. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat outlined the information set out 
in a note by the Secretariat on providing further legal clarity (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/10). In 
particular, she recalled that in decision BC-14/16, the Conference of the Parties had taken note of the 
recommendations for revisions to Annex IV and Annex IX (B1110) of the Convention prepared by the 
expert working group on the review of Annexes I, III and IV and related aspects of Annexes VIII and 
IX. In addition, it had invited Parties and others to submit further views on the recommendations for 
revisions to Annex IV; extended the mandate of the expert working group to also review entry B1110 
in Annex IX and the mirror entry A1180 in Annex VIII; requested the expert working group to 
continue its work on the basis of the way forward set out in the annex to that decision; and extended 
the mandate of the expert working group to also review the consequential implications of the review of 
Annexes I, III and IV for other annexes to the Convention and for relevant decisions of the Conference 
of the Parties and asked the group to report on its findings in that regard to the Open-ended Working 
Group at its twelfth meeting.  

83. In considering the matter, the Open-ended Working Group had before it the expert working 
group’s recommendations and findings (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/25) and comments thereon from 
Parties and observers (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/27/Rev.1), as well as the draft versions of the 
notification and movement documents and instructions for completing those documents, of the 
national reporting format and of the manual for completing the format for national reporting, showing 
where adjustments might need to be made as a consequence of possible amendments to Annex IV 
(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/28). In addition, the co-chairs of the expert working group had prepared 
a note to support the Open-ended Working Group in providing the expert working group with 
direction on the way forward (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/26). The representative of the Secretariat 
stressed that any proposal to amend the annexes for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at 
its fifteenth meeting would need to be transmitted to the Secretariat by 4 December 2020.  

84. Mr. Joost Meijer (Chile) provided a brief report on the work of the expert working group. 
Following the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, the group had met for a third time 
in Bratislava in November 2019, focusing on the review of Annex IV, entries A1180 and B1110, and 
the implications of the review of Annex IV for the other annexes of the Convention and for relevant 
decisions of the Conference of the Parties, and had made its recommendations and findings available 
on 15 January 2020. The group saw merit in meeting again to further reduce the number of alternatives 
and resolve certain issues regarding possible proposals to amend Annex IV and entries A1180 and 
B1110, and had scheduled online sessions of its fourth meeting during the period from 5 to 9 October 
2020, which would be complemented by subsequent sessions to complete that review as needed and to 
address the review of Annexes I and III. 

85. During the ensuing discussion, one representative, while welcoming the work of the expert 
working group, suggested that its recommendations could go even further by subjecting all e-waste 
and its components and constituents to the prior informed consent procedure. As reflected in the 
compilation of comments on the recommendations, his country intended to submit, jointly with 
another country, a formal amendment proposal for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its 
fifteenth meeting. The two Parties were proposing a new entry, Y49, in Annex II of the Convention, 
“Categories of waste requiring special consideration”, for waste electrical and electronic equipment 
not classified as hazardous e-waste, thus making transboundary movements of all e-waste, whether 
classified as hazardous or not, subject to the prior informed consent procedure, with the ultimate goal 
of directing all e-waste to environmentally sound management with state-of-the-art technology in 
order to protect human health and the environment and maximize resource recovery. 

86. A number of representatives supported the suggested amendment on the classification of  
e-waste, with one underscoring the need for further legal clarity, the prevention of dumping to avoid 
costs and improved management of e-waste, and the other observing that such an amendment would 
help to control the movement of e-waste, particularly in developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition.  
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87. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and observers to submit comments 
on the information set out in the annexes to documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/25, 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/26 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/28 to the Secretariat by 15 
September 2020, and to invite the expert working group to take the comments received into account in 
revising those documents for submission to the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 

 3. National legislation, notifications, enforcement of the Convention and efforts to combat 
illegal traffic 

88. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the sub-item, recalling that, in its decision  
BC-14/17, the Conference of the Parties had mandated the Open-ended Working Group to consider, at 
its twelfth meeting, whether a common interpretation of the meaning of “State of transit” could be 
agreed upon. The Secretariat had subsequently reviewed the information submitted by Parties in their 
national reports for the years 2016–2018 in response to questions 3 (h) (i) and (ii) on whether the Party 
had a definition of “State of transit” in its national legislation or included it otherwise than in national 
legislation. The main outcomes of that review were set out in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/11, 
with the full national reports available on the Convention website and a compilation of the relevant 
responses in the national reports contained in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/19.  

89. One representative expressed his country’s strong interest in arriving at a common 
interpretation of the term “state of transit”, noting that it was one of the many Parties that did not 
define the term in their national legislation. 

90. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and observers to submit comments 
on document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/11 and on the annex to document 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/19 to the Secretariat by 30 November 2020 and to request the Secretariat 
to take the comments received into account, in addition to information provided by Parties in response 
to question 3 (h) of their national reports, in preparing documents for submission to the Conference of 
the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 

 D. International cooperation and coordination 

 1. Basel Convention Partnership Programme 

91. In considering the sub-item, the Open-ended Working Group had before it a note by the 
Secretariat on the Basel Convention Partnership Programme (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/12), which 
covered the follow-up partnership to the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment (PACE), the 
Household Waste Partnership and the Partnership on Plastic Waste.  

 (a) Follow-up partnership to the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment 

92. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat noted that in section I of 
decision BC-14/19, the Conference of the Parties had requested the working group of the follow-up 
partnership to PACE to prepare revised versions of the terms of reference and programme of work for 
2020–2021 and submit them to the Open-ended Working Group for its consideration at its twelfth 
meeting. The revised terms of reference and programme of work were set out in document 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/32. In decision BC-14/19, the Conference of the Parties had also 
mandated the Open-ended Working Group to adopt the terms of reference and programme of work at 
its twelfth meeting on behalf of the Conference of the Parties. Owing to the constraints of the online 
segment of the meeting, however, and given the agreed organization of work, which provided that no 
substantive decisions were expected to be adopted during the online segment, the representative of the 
Secretariat proposed that the adoption of the terms of reference and programme of work be postponed 
either until the face-to-face segment of the meeting or, if that segment did not take place, until the 
fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  

93. Speaking on behalf of Ms. Dana Lapesova (BCRC-Slovakia), co-chair of the working group of 
the follow-up partnership to PACE, who was unable to deliver her statement due to technical 
difficulties, the representative of the Secretariat provided a brief overview of the work conducted 
under the follow-up partnership, as set out in annex III to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/32. 
The directors of the regional and coordinating centres under the Basel and Stockholm conventions had 
met in September 2019 to discuss and comment on the terms of reference and the programme of work 
for the period 2020–2021 of the follow-up partnership. She said that comments had also been 
submitted on both documents by the European Union and its member States. The members of the 
working group had then worked by electronic means to update the terms of reference and programme 
of work based on the comments received.  
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 (b) Household Waste Partnership 

94. Turning to the Household Waste Partnership, the representative of the Secretariat recalled that, 
in section III of decision BC-14/19, the Conference of the Parties had requested the working group of 
the Household Waste Partnership to prepare a revised draft of the overall guidance document on the 
environmentally sound management of household waste for consideration by the Open-ended Working 
Group at its twelfth meeting. The revised draft and a report on the activities of the working group were 
set out in documents UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/29 and UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/30, 
respectively.  

95. Ms. Gabriela Medina (Uruguay), co-chair of the working group, then spoke briefly about the 
group’s work. At its second meeting, held in September 2019, the working group had further 
developed the draft overall guidance document on the environmentally sound management of 
household waste, taking into account comments received from Parties and others and supplementing 
the document with case studies from all the regions. The draft guidance was made available on the 
website of the Convention for comment, following which the working group prepared the final revised 
draft for consideration at the current meeting. Based on the outcome of the current meeting, the 
working group would produce a final draft for consideration and possible adoption by the Conference 
of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. At the same time, the Secretariat was expected to work with 
GRID-Arendal to develop an electronic platform on the Convention website to facilitate access to the 
guidance. Ms. Medina also noted that, at its second meeting, the working group had decided to 
establish three project groups tasked with advancing work relating to pilot projects, awareness-raising 
and the strategic direction of the Partnership, and that a report on the work of the project groups would 
be submitted to the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 

 (c) Partnership on Plastic Waste 

96. Continuing her introduction of the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat recalled, that 
in section VI of decision BC-14/13, on further actions to address plastic waste under the Basel 
Convention, the Conference of the Parties had established a working group of the Partnership on 
Plastic Waste, adopted terms of reference for the Partnership and requested the working group to 
implement the workplan for the biennium 2020–2021. The Secretariat was requested to report on 
progress in the implementation of the decision to the Open-ended Working Group at its twelfth 
meeting. A report on progress in the implementation of the workplan of the Plastic Waste Partnership 
working group was set out in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/31. 

97. The co-chair of the Plastic Waste Partnership working group, Mr. Ross Bartley (Bureau of 
International Recycling), presented an update on the work of the working group, reporting that, 
following its establishment, the working group had agreed on modalities for the admission of members 
and the collection of annual subscription fees and had adopted its annual budget. It had also 
established four project groups, on prevention and minimization; plastic waste collection, recycling 
and other recovery, including financing and related markets; transboundary movements of plastic 
waste; and outreach, education and awareness-raising, following which each project group had 
developed a workplan and commenced its work. Finally, the working group had agreed on modalities 
for the submission, selection, implementation and evaluation of pilot projects under the Partnership on 
Plastic Waste for developing country Parties and Parties with economies in transition. A call for pilot 
project proposals had been issued on 24 July 2020 and four pilot projects were expected to commence 
in early 2021. As at 31 July 2020, the working group had consisted of 106 members, with new 
nominations welcomed and approved on a weekly basis. 

 (d) Discussion 

98. A number of representatives welcomed the launch of the Partnership on Plastic Waste and the 
creation of its four project groups covering the whole life cycle of plastic, which constituted an 
important achievement in the effort to tackle plastic waste. They pledged to contribute actively to the 
future work of the Partnership.  

99. One representative welcomed the work done under the follow-up partnership to PACE, which 
reflected the goal of implementing the mission of PACE in the different regions of the world. He also 
expressed support for the draft terms of reference and draft workplan for the biennium 2020–2021 and 
their adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting, stressing that activities should 
continue in the meantime, with an ongoing focus on practical implementation, training and 
awareness-raising, and a draft work plan for the biennium 2022–2023 should be prepared for 
consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting.   
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100. One representative asked that the proposed deadline of 30 September 2020 for the submission 
of Parties’ comments on the various draft documents be extended by at least two weeks.  

101. The Open-ended Working Group agreed: 

(a) To invite Parties and others to submit to the Secretariat, by 15 October 2020, 
comments on the draft terms of reference and programme of work for the biennium 2020−2021 for the 
follow-up partnership to PACE set out in annexes I and II to document 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/32, respectively, and on the revised draft overall guidance document on 
the environmentally sound management of household wastes set out in the annex to document 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/29;  

(b) To request the working group of the follow-up partnership to PACE and the working 
group of the Household Waste Partnership to take the comments received into account in revising their 
respective products for submission to the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting; 

(c) To take note of the progress of the work of the Partnership on Plastic Waste. 

 2. Cooperation with the World Customs Organization on the Harmonized Commodity 
Description and Coding System 

102. Introducing the sub-item, the representative of the Secretariat drew attention to document 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/13 and reported on the Secretariat’s ongoing cooperation with the 
Harmonized System Committee and relevant subcommittees of the World Customs Organization, as 
requested by the Conference of the Parties in its decision BC-14/9. She noted that the Contracting 
Parties to the International Convention on the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding 
System had accepted amendments to the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System for 
electronic and electrical waste and scrap, and those amendments would enter into force on 1 January 
2022. The Harmonized System Review Subcommittee was currently revising the explanatory notes to 
the new headings on electronic and electrical waste and scrap, and the Secretariat had provided 
suggestions for the explanatory notes to the World Customs Organization, which were set out in 
document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/10. Pursuant to paragraph 3 of decision BC-14/9, the 
Secretariat had also submitted a proposal for amending the Harmonized Commodity Description and 
Coding System to allow for the identification of waste oils containing polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) 
and prepared a draft proposal to allow for the identification of plastic waste, both of which were set 
out in document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/10.  

103. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and observers to submit comments 
on the draft proposal on amendments to the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System 
with respect to plastic waste set out in annex III to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/10 to the 
Secretariat by 15 September 2020 and to request the Secretariat to take the comments received into 
account in submitting a proposal for amending the Harmonized System in respect of plastic waste to 
the World Customs Organization. 

 IV. Work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for the 
biennium 2022–2023  
104. Introducing the item, the representative of the Secretariat recalled that the Conference of the 
Parties was expected to adopt a work programme for the Open-ended Working Group for the biennium 
2022–2023 at its fifteenth meeting, and drew attention to a note by the Secretariat on the work 
programme (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/14) and to the draft work programme set out in the annex thereto 
for the consideration of the Open-ended Working Group.  

105. One representative welcomed the proposed work programme for the biennium 2022–2023, but 
called for greater focus on advancing the implementation of the plastic waste amendments to take 
effect on 1 January 2021; continuing cooperative work with the World Customs Organization given 
the growing transboundary movement of electrical and electronic waste and plastic waste; and 
decisively advancing concrete actions to prioritize the work on electronic methods with respect to 
documents related to notifications and movements, which had the potential to improve the 
effectiveness, reliability and timeliness of notifications of transboundary movements and their 
authorizations and to facilitate the work of the authorities involved in the prior informed consent 
procedure. 

106. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to invite Parties and observers to submit comments 
on the draft work programme of the Open-ended Working Group for the biennium 2022−2023 set out 
in the annex to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/14 by 15 September 2020, and to request the 
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Secretariat to take the comments received into account in revising the draft work programme for 
submission to the Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth meeting. 

 V. Adoption of the report 
107. Introducing the item, the representative of the Secretariat drew attention to paragraph 32 of the 
annotations to the provisional agenda for the meeting (UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/1/Add.1/Rev.1), which 
proposed that the report on the two sessions of the online segment of the twelfth meeting of the  
Open-ended Working Group be prepared by the Rapporteur, in cooperation with the Secretariat and 
under the authority of the Co-Chairs, following the conclusion of the online segment and the 
suspension of the meeting, so as to allow maximum time to be devoted to technical briefings during 
the sessions. The meeting report would reflect the oral discussions during the online sessions, with 
written submissions received during the online sessions compiled in an information document 
(UNEP/CHW/OEWG.12/INF/34) that would be referenced in the report. The report of the face-to-face 
segment of the meeting, to be held in March 2021, would be compiled in an addendum to the report, 
with both documents together constituting the full report of the twelfth meeting.   

108. The Open-ended Working Group agreed to the proposed approach for the preparation of the 
report of the meeting. 

 VI. Closure of the meeting 
109. Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the online segment of the meeting was 
declared closed and the meeting was suspended at 5.50 p.m. (Geneva time (UTC+2)), on Thursday, 
3 September 2020. 

 

     
 


